











vane 





wie > Fw e 
c nn = 
<<. i 
> Son 
—mo ? 
st as 
suo 
so ar 
=z ww 
Gaz0 
ozs 


Copyright, 1928, by The 
ora: , Ente 





Sunday School Times Co. Entered at the 


st-office at Philadelphia as second-class matter. 


red-as second-class matter at'the post-office department, Ottawa, Canada. 





‘Published weekly by The Sunday School 
‘Times Co., 323-327 N. 13th-St., P ita., Pa. 


Philadelphia, December 29, 1928 


Volume Seventy. No. 52 


$2.00 a year; in clubs, $1.50 
See page 791 








ie H is i of the year, this plan takes two Ofd Testament chap- shouts for joy: . “For I am not ashamed of the gospel 

Lesson for Januiity 13 in_this issue ‘ale aak one New each week day; four Old Testament of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation 

Lesson 2—Sin, Genesis 314-24; 6:5-8; Mark 7:14-23; = 244 one New each Sunday, until the New Testament to every cne that believeth.” He. was separated from 

Reapaug:t 1 10-38 Cans woe O18 ts is finished; then the remainder of the Qid Testament poverty and separated unto riches; separated from 

Notes on Open Letters: 7 Ba is read consecutively tili the end of the year. The death, and separated unto life; separated from sin, 

- — gy yy nye i BM NR ae ye 19th Psalm is divided into eleven portions of sixteen and separated unto righteousness; separated from de- 

Misslonseiah Seek Aine Ribkihe MaRS cecsecsscccecysss yg2 verses each. Mr, G e T. B. Davis, whose min- feat, and separated unto victory; separated from 

Is a New Revival Dawning? By Joseph W. Kemp ..... 783 istry is well known in Pocket Testament League, Satan and hell, and separated unto Christ and Heaven. 
A Farm Mother’s, Letters to College Students ........... 784. and who has been greatly used of God in distributing Are we “separated unto the gospel of God”? 


A Service of Favorite Hymns. By Jennie E. Stewart .. 784 
Girls’ Problems of Today. | Discussed by Mother Ruth 785 
A Synthetic Sand Table Map. By Sara Leader Hamilton ‘785 
A Bible School Near Gethsemane. By Samuel H. Cuff 785 
International Uniform Lesson ..........sceseeeeeeeees 786-789 
Young People’s Prayer Meeting. By John W. Lane, Jr.-789 


the Word in China and elsewhere (a “Million Testa- 
ments for Latin America” is his present God-given 
campaign), has prepared a beautifully printed leaflet, 
on vellum, decorated in gold and colors like the old 
Missal Bibles, and giving the list of chapters to read 
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EADERS of The Sunday School Times have 
learned the advantage of including the adver- 
tisements in their weekly. reading of the paper. 
They trust the advertisements, and are guided by 
them in many purchases. Are you learning the 
value of this each week? 















Jewish Recessional 


By Agnes Scott Kent 


OD of the ancient Hebrew race, 
Lord of the Abrahamic line, 
Hlumine us that we may trace 
Through Holy Writ Thy vast design. 
Ged of the Jew! Remind us yet, 

Lest we forget —lest we forget ! 
These are Thy Chosen People, Lord — 
In trem all nations shall be biessed 

When Israel, redeemed, restored, 
Within the Promised Land finds rest. 

Thou Hope of Zion, rouse us yet, 

Lest we forget —lest we forget ! 


To them adoption: doth pertain, 
The covenants, the glory, too; 
The promises for aye remain; 
The law was given — to the Jew. 
God of the fathers, guard us yet, 
Lest we forget —lest we forget ! 


The Holy Ghost ape men of old, 
And they, wth fat prophetic view, 

God’s great rédemptive plan foretold: 
The Book was written — by the Jew 

Spirit of truth, O teach us yet, 

Lest we forget — lest we forget! 


God's love, eternal as His Name, 
-On them abides, unchanging, true — 
Of David’s seed Messiah came, 


———, ee 


The New Year with the Word 


God’s Word can make 1929 the newest year we 
have ever had: Life is not life at all unless it is 
new all the time, If it is dull, or monotonous, or 
uninteresting, it is only because Christ is not trusted 
as Lord. The way to trust is to-feed on God’s Word, 
—for its whole theme is Christ. So if we will give 
God’s Word the place in our life that he wants it to 
have we shall be assured of a New Year indeed. 
There is a simple, easily used plan for reading the 
Bible through in a year,—countless children of God 
have testified to the blessing that such annual reading 
of his Word has brought to their lives. The plan 
is to read three chapters daily, and five chapters on 
Suhday ;. but instead-of going through the Old Testa- 
ment first, and then through the New, which would 
mean no New Testament readings until the latter part 


long as they last, at 2 cents each, 20 cents a dozen, 
$1.50 a hundred, from Million Testaments Campaign, 
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia. 


x 


‘Separated unto the Gospel 


Every one has some chief interest in life. We are 
all set apart to our chief interest, whatever it may be. 
To Paul, it was the Good News of God. He was 
“separated unto the gospel of God” (Rom. 1:1). To- 
be separated unto, we must also be separated from, 
as Paul was. He was separated from everything that 
was contrary to the Gospel. He was separated unto 
the Good News because, first, he had received it; 
second, he had accepted it; third, his chief interest. in 
life was to tell it to others. Was all this a hardship? 
It was as much a hardship to Paul as it would be to 
the average man to be separated unto a financial for- 
tune, say, of $100,000,000. Many a man would be 
willing. to endure that “separation.” He would be 
willing to receive the good news that some one had 
left him a legacy of $100,000,000; he would be willing 
to receive the legacy and take possession of his in- 
heritance; he would be willing to make his chief in- 
terest in life the spending and enjoying of that for- 
tune. And it would not occur to him to call all this 
a hardship. -The Good News that Paul is talking 
about was ififinitely greater than the good news of 
any financial fortune. In the same chapter Paul fairly 


our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto 
us” (Rom. 5:5), and we are told that by the work 
of the Holy Spirit in our hearts we may have divine 
love in our hearts for others. But, while that is true, 
it is not what this verse of Scripture sets forth. 
We are told here that “hope maketh not ashamed; 
because the love of God” is manifested in our hearts 
by the Holy Spirit. Then at once we are told further 
about this, and what this lov@ of is: “For when 
we were yet without strength, in due time Christ 
died for the ungodly . ... God commended his love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us.” This unsearchable love of God, which 
spared not his own Son but delivered him up for us 
all, letting the sinless Ghrist die -for us sinners, is 
what is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. 
The reason we may know that our hope in God will 
never make us ashamed is because of what the Holy 
Spirit tells us the love of God has done for us. The 
unsaved sinner, hearing the Gospel, believes God and 
accepts Christ by faith as his Saviour. But only 
when he is born again, and the Holy Spirit has en- 
tered into his heart to abide forever, can -he really 
know the love of God, as the Holy Spirit then floods 
his heart with its meaning. In other words, this love 
of God supernaturally communicated to us by the 
Third Person of the Trinity is not. the divine love 
that we are to have for others, but the love that God 
has for us. Only the Holy Spirit can tell us the mean- 
ing of Calvary. 


Committal and Confidence 


need is a restful confidence in the wisdom and 

love and power of our Lord Jesus Christ. So 
only shall we show forth his glory in our day. And 
so only shall we be able to stretch out a helping hand 
to those who are round about us, and to exercise a 
steadying influence over other lives. This was the 
secret of Paul’s influence with others. “I know whom 


QO: THE threshold of a new year our supreme 


experiences that are inseparable one from the other. 
There can be no abiding confidence when everything 
seems to go wrong unless there has been such com- 
mittal. Partial committal means partial confidence, 
and therefore partial uneasiness and unrest. Complete 
committal means perfect rest. 

But on the other hand committal itself implies a 
measure of confidence. 
interests to a person of whom we know nothing, and 
so Paul deliberately sets down here his conviction con- 
cerning the Lord Jesus-Christ. For Christ’s sake he 


has suffered the loss of all things; he has become a- 


wanderer on the face of the earth; his reputation 
among his own kith and kin is gone; weariness, im- 
prisonment, and ‘torture have been the companions of 
his pilgrimage; and worst of all some of those whom 
he has_known in the Lord have been false to him. 
There are some people who can, for a time at least, 
face such conditions as this, and eyen glory in them. 
They possess a kind of berserker strength that enables 
them provi. and stoically to bear all such ills of 
life,.- But’ Paul's. case was far otherwise. His ‘work 


We do not commit valuable: 


was always done under the handicap of a crippling, 
physical disability. All the time he has had a thorn 
in the flesh. And this thorn, be it noted, was in the 
flesh, and not in the spirit. Stabbing, painful, crippling, 
humiliating. As many a Christian worker has had 
occasion to find out since, Paul had to learn even to 
glory in his weakness that the power of Christ might 
rest upon him. 


e For Jesus Christ was born —a Jew! I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to But it all added to his suffering, and it all meant 
e Thou Son of God, forgive us yet, keep that which I have committed unto him against that there must be some tremendous sanction in his 
n That we forget — that we forget! that day” (2 Tim. 1:12). This verse suggests two life to make it worth while. Apart from such a suffi- 


cient and indeed overwhelming sanction, Paul’s con- 
duct would have been just sheer fanaticism. 

And the sanction was there in his personal knowl- 
edge of the Lord Jesus Christ. He could never for- 
get that time on the Damascus road (Acts 9:3). He 
could never blot out of his life those lonely months 
in Arabia (Gal. 1:17). God had revealed his Son 
in Paul in sucha way that nothing would satisfy Paul’s 
heart but a complete surrender to that imperious love. 

Gentle and faithful, tyrannous and tender, 

Ye who have known Him, is He sweet to know? 
Softly He touches, for the reed is slender, 

Wisely enkindles, for the flame is low. 

And for ourselves, if we would know Paul’s rest 
and confidence we must also know Paul's committal, 
and in order to do that we must know Pauil’s Saviour. 
The Lord Jesus is willing to reveal himself to us 
this day through his Word, The engrafted Word is 
able to save our souls. (Jas, 1:21), The Scriptures 
are they which testify of him (John 5: 39).. It is-the 
function of the Holy Spirit to ‘manifest’ the Lord 
Jesus to the responsive heart (John 14:22), and to 
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bring about the deep conviction of Christ’s utter trust- 
worthiness (John 15:26). And if-you and I do not 
yet know Jesus Christ it is because we have not yet 
accepted and put to the proof the testimony of his 
._ Word concerning him. ‘To accept that testimony is 
to be born again of the Holy Spirit. It is to take the 
first step in the pathway of a practical and personal 
acquaintance with Jesus Christ that will lead us to a 
complete committal of ourselves to him. 

When we thus reach the realization of what such 
committal means and begin to want to know some- 
thing of the blessedness it brings we shall discover that 
it involves certain quite definite things. We learn 
that we have to commit to him (1) our lives (1 Pet. 
4:19); (2) our way (Psa. 37:5); (3) our work 
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(Prov. 16:3); (4) our treasure (Matt. 6:20). Each 
of these presents its own sharp test. But the last 
is the sharpest of them all. What is your treasure? 
A child, a parent, a husband or’ wife? Some one 
whom you love’ more dearly than life itself? Just 
that very thing becomes, for the reason that it is so 
precious, the acid test of our trust in Christ. And 
for the new year that is already opening out before us 
the question of rest or fret, and therefore of efficiency 
or helplessness, will be settled for us by our attitude 
to Christ in just this very thing. 


Trust Him when thy wants are many, 
Trust Him when thy friends are few, 

Trust Him when to simply trust Him 
Seems the hardest thing to do. 





A Girl in a Quandary 


A girl reader of The Sunday School Times says 
she is in a quandary. Her father is a minister and an 


evolutionist ; naturally, she was an evolutionist. Then 
she took a teacher- -training course under a Modernist 
who ridiculed the Old Testament, said that the Ten 
Commandments were not given to Moses on Sinai, that 
Solomon’s Temple was “only a private chapel of one 
of his many wives,” and that “people are terribly naive 
who think that, if they give to God, he will abundantly 
care for them.” The girl began to be worried about 
Modernism, — this teacher had gone a little too far. 

Then her minister father, just to “create a sensa- 
tion,” had an evangelist hold meetings in his church. 
. The father joked about .it, but his daughter got saved, 
and so did her dearest girl friend. For the first time 
she began to know what true happiness was. 

Now her life is a problem indeed, for her father and 
mother are dead against | her Christian life. They 
ridicule her “quiet hotr”; her mother teases her by 
saying she must “tell ia beads before she goes to 
bed,” —they even interrupt her when she is on her 
knees. 
read The Sunday School Times, afraid to be found 
reading it as forbidden literature. 

This girl wants Mother Ruth’s advice. - She has 
written a letter telling her story, and Mother Ruth 
has written one of her wonderfully sane, helpful, truly 
Chris.ian replies. The letter and the reply will be pub- 
lished in an early issue of The Sunday School Times. 

Do you know girls who need Mother Ruth’s coun- 
sel? Wouldn’t it help them if you brought them into 
The Sunday School Times Family? Please read the 
Editor’s word on this page, “Helping to Give Others 
a New Outlook on Life,” and see whether you can 
help to bring lasting blessings into the lives ‘of some 
of your friends. 


Helping to Give Others 
a New Outlook on Life 


Not just at the present, but for a long time it has 
been to me a matter of great concern that The Sun- 
day. School Times should have an increase of readers. 
As I have been able at times I have from. my own 
funds sent in “Ten Weeks Get Acquainted” subscrip- 
tions. 

As a result, one young girl said to me some time 
ago: “You can aever know how much good you 
have done by sending me that paper. I have a new 
outlook on life.’ It cannot be otherwise if folks read 
it. I enclose coin card and ask you to send the 
Times to —————_—_ 

You may also send me a few more coin cards, and 
I will gladly do all I can to increase the ministry 
of this paper—A Pennsylvania reader. 


These coin cards, which will be sent free of charge 
to any readers who ask for them, are a ‘convenience 
in introducing The Sunday School Times to friends 
by Get Acquainted subscriptions of Ten Weeks for 
25 cents. 

Many readers are heartily enlisting in the “Join the 
Family” Campaign for doubling the already large cir- 
culation of the Times. Did you read the editorial 
in the November 24 issue, “Lights in the Deepening 
Darkness”? It has been reprinted in attractive leaf- 
let form, and as many copies as you may ask for will 
be sent, free of charge. It tells what the paper is 
meaning to readers, and how one busy Christian 
woman has built up, at odd moments, a club of seventy- 
six subscribers. 


The “beloved physician,” Dr. Howard A. Kelly of 
Baltimore, writes: 


It seems to me that all you say in “Lights in the 
Deepening Darkness” is clear and helpful, and ought 
to further the ministry of the Times. I gladly join 
in prayer that it may be increasingly blessed and its 
horizon enlarged. 

I leave fer Washington, North Carolina, tonight 
to meet a large group of doctors and addvess them on 





She steals. off on secret. trips.to the. library to. 





a surgical subject. We nee! a fine, well instructed 
Christian doctor to take hold of the organization ot 
a Lukan Society among doctors. There are large 
possibilities there. 


Let us pray with Dr. Kelly for such a Christian 
testimony among physicians,—he, by the way, has 
recently brought sixteen of his friends into The Sun- 
day School Times Family. 

A reader ii Ontario writes: 


Kindly enlist my name in your “Join the Family” 
Campaign as endeavoring to secure three new mem- 
bers to enter on our renewal subscription list. 


The Editor gladly replies by mail to all who will 
drop him a line, in this way, expressing their purpose 
to. . introduce the paper to others. Such a letter is 
not considered as a pledge, but only as an expression 
of co-operation. Won't you write to the Editor say- 
ing how many new members you think you can bring 
in? 

Do not hesitate to urge friends to take The Sun- 
day School Times if they are outspoken in their. dis- 
agreement with the paper.. Early this autumn a letter 
came with a 25-cent Get Acquainted subscription. from 
one who frankly objected because “you are not liberal 
in your belief” The new subscriber also asked for 
some information about the School Bag Gospel League. 
This information was sent, and the Editor wrote: 


May I ask a real favor from you? After you have 
tried our paper for ten weeks, will you let me know 
what you think of it? I enclose a stamped return 
—— and I shall sincerely appreciate your later 
word, 


Now comes a second letter,—the reader is Presi- 
dent of the Epworth League in a Methodist Episcopal 
Church. in,his city, — and he writes: 


I enclose also $1 for your paper for six months. 
In the length of time that I have taken The Sunday 
School ‘Times -1. will say that I have read*.several 
articles that Ido not agree~ with: _ 1. read your 
paper because I get some things out: ofS it I like. ; 


The Times heartily welcomes into the family circle 
those who may strongly disagree with some of its 
positions, and it prayerfully hopes that, by staying 
in the Family and reading with open mind and heart, 
there may be increasing agreement and fellowship. 

Here is a heartening letter that came early in De- 
cember : 


It ‘is a‘ coincidencé that recent editorials in The 
Sunday School ‘vimes under the theme of ‘Join the 
Family” are distinct echoes of what my wife and I 
have had in mind for the past few weeks as we came 
to .consider the usual Christmas remembrances in the 
form of “Greetings.” We figured that we usually 
spend about $30 in getting out an engraved card to 
about two hundred or more friends and acquaintances. 
While it is a pleasurable way to remind them that we 
are thinking kind thoughts for best wishes for them 
at. this season, yet we have wondered if after all it 
was the best way to invest the money — not a large 
sum, but any expenditure is a stewardship responsi- 

lity. 


At any rate, we had decided to invest that $30 
this year where we know it will count for spiritual 
growth throughout the 52 weeks of 1929, so I 
am enclosing to vou herewith - list of twenty names 
and addresses, with a check of $30 to cover. Please 
ask the Circulation Department to send each person 
one of the Gift Announcements, using our joint name. 


The printing presses are flooding the world with 
literature that is trash, and worse than trash — 
much of it rank poison. It is amazing to see the 
character of reading spread upon the tables of even 
godly homes. You cannot prohibit it; and I. know 
of no better way to counteract its vicious influence 
than to promote the circulation of literature that 
carries constructive spiritual power in it. Such is The 
Sunday School Times, and there are hundreds of 
thousands of infiuential Christians who have not yet 
discovered the value and helpfulness of the paper. 


If the present family of Times readers would in- 
terest themselves in seeking out new “beneficiaries” 
for what the Times has to deliver each week, I be- 
lieve it. would yield to. them as: rich 4 for the 
kingdom as any other activity they may. be engaged 
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in. There is simply no limit to the vast good that 
could be done. 

I am more and more impressed by the fact that the | 
Times editorially and «therwise, takes up and deals 
with the vital matters of our faith. And it does it, 
fearlessly, candidly, Scripturally—and with every’ 
evidence of prayerful thought. One cannot read the 
paper without also being struck by its humility as 
well as earnestness of spirit. These carry conviction. 
There is not an issue that does not present something 
to thrill the reader with its evident truth. 


For letters’ like this—and many of them are 
received — The Sunday School Times staff is deeply 
and humbly grateful to.God. and. to those who. help 
the makers of the paper by such Christian fellowship. 
Will you not ask God what share he may wish you 
to have in bringing spiritual blessing to others by: in- 
troducing the paper to them? It may seem a little 
thing to do, yet it may have eternal consequences. To 
all who will continue to help during the weeks of op- 
portunity just ahead the Times staff express sincere 
gratitude. A full page Prospectus of coming features, 
together with a full page announcement. of the 
extraordinary series by a Christian lawyer telling -of 
his experiences in meeting infidel rationalists on. their 
own ground and winning them over, will. be sent in 
any quantity desired, free upon request. These announce- 
ments, with any number of free sample copies of the 
Times, will help to interest your friends, and may 
prove the decisive factor-in bringing them into the 
Family. 


~< 


Missionaries and the Lord’s Return 


Our church is just entering into a foreign mission- 
ary program which under “God’s blessing we _ feel 
will be quite extensive. 

We are of the opinion that a large proportion of 
our offerings for missionary purposes has been used 
in the wrong direction, that there has been too much 
activity along indirect lines; and in order to rectify, 
this and be assured that whatever we do for this 
cause will be used for direct evangelistic work, a 
foreign missionary committee has been appointed, of 
which I am acting chairman, with the idea in mind 
to get at the root of this matter and remedy it if 
possible, so far as our church is concerned. 

Our Lord Jesus has left us a missionary program 
in his word, “Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature,” so we are on solid 
gtound as far as that is concerned. But I would 
like to ask you a question that I feel is very vital 
in connection with the selecting of missionaties. The 
Lord has asked us to pray the Lord of the harvest 
that he may send forth laborers into his harvest, 
and that is our onlwaim. We want him to choose: 
but now the thought comes to my mind, is it neces- 
sary and. vital in these last days, when Modernism 
is breaking through on every hand, that a “born 
again” foreign missionary be a premillenarian, and 
why? ‘ 

I would appreciate very much your views on this 
matter.—A Michigan reader. 


If a foreign missionary committee has occasion 
to consider a candidate for the -foreign field, and is 
-satisfied that this candidate isa true child. of God, 
born again by faith in Christ as Saviour, and is also 
a believer, without reservation, in the whole Bible 
as the inerrant Word of God, and that the candidate 
is wholly surrendered to the Lord, separated from the 
world, and eager to tell lost souls both at home and 
abroad the Good News of the Blood Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus, Christ, then it would seem unwise and un- 
scriptural ‘for the committee to decline to send that 
candidate because he or she may not see the premil- 
lennial teaching of ‘the Scriptures,—that is, that 
Christ will come again before the millennium, to es- 
tablish his kingdom on earth and bring in the millen- 
nium by his personal presence and reign. For such 
a one, going as a missionary to a heathen land, is 
almost ‘certain to become a premillenarian before much 
time has passed on the foreign field. Many a mis- 
sionary who went out holding post-millennial views, 
—that is, that the Church ‘is to convert the. world 
and bring in the millennium, and after the millennium 
the Lord will return again, — has seen the hopelessness 
of this position when confronted by the blackness of 
heathendom. Open-minded and conscientious siudy- of 
the Scriptures by any such missionary is likely to 
settle any question as to ‘the necessity of the Lord’s 
return to end this present age in which both the world 
and the professing church are so plainly, in accordance 
with Bible prophecy, moving downhill into darkness 
and despair. 

It would seem unwise to attempt to make any 
“rules” in a matter of this sort. Each candidate must, 
of course, be considered individually. There may be 
casés when a candidate is so antagonistic to premil- 
lennial truth that he or she could not work happily 
on the field with those holding this Scriptural view, 
—and it is significant that’ most evangelistic, Spirit- 
filled missionaries rejoice in “that blessed hope” of 
the-Lord’s imminent return. On the other hand, a 
candidate who does not see this truth might be so on 
fire for the Lord and soul-winning as to be far more 
useful in evangelistic work on the foreign field than 
some very orthodox bit spiritually dead premillenarians. 
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Is a New Revival Dawning ? 


Dullness in the churches, but activity in the Church 





By Joseph W, Kemp new 20a BSH. Sut ranticute 














recent number of The Moody Church News 

to have said that-“most of the churches on 
this American Continent and in the rest of the world 
today are either frightened or paralyzed.” . What an 
appalling statement! And yet a calm survey of the 
churches as they are known to many of us corroborates 
the statement. A suffocating sensation seems to. have 
gripped the throat of the Church and she is breathing 
feebly and with difficulty. Her power would appear 
to be spent and in many places her condition is des- 
perate, making continued existence a matter of graye 
doubt. We must, however, make it clear that in thus 
speaking we discriminate between the churches and 
the Church within the churches. There is an uncon- 
querable quality about the Church, which is the undy- 
ing and unwaning creation of our Lord; the Church 
—that company of believers bought by the blood of 
the Son of God, called out of all peoples and incor- 
porated into one body by the Holy Spirit and consti- 
tuted the Lord’s own. This, nothing can touch and 
against such the gates of hell shail- not prevail. But 
the churches — that is a different matter. They have 
largely lost their magnetism, force, and attractiveness. 
Two representative quotations will serve to indicate 
conditions in both the United States and England. 

It is not so very long ago that the Moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States signed a Call to fasting and prayer. In 
that summons we were told that the “Committee on 
Survey appointed by the Assembly in pursuance of 
the task assigned it, found a widespread spirit of dis- 
satisfaction with our condition as a church, and a pro- 
found conviction, no less widespread, that no mere 
mechanical adjustment of our agencies and operation 
would suffice.” - 

Fear in Many Hearts ; 

The disease is spiritual and calls for spiritual rem- 
edy. .In response to the recommendation of the Com- 
mittee of Survey, the Assembly of 1927 in session at 
El Dorado, Ark., set apart the second Sunday of Oc- 
tober to be observed as a day of fasting and prayer 
that God may visit us with a great outpouring of his 
Holy Spirit, that our church may be refreshed. from 
the presence of the Lord, that our sin and weakness 
and reproach may be taken away, that our witnessing 
for Christ may be done in the power and demonstra- 
tion of the Spirit, and that evangelism shall become 
the definite, determined, permanent, and passionate work 
that supports and furthers all other work of the 
church. That Call is in itself a confession that all 
is not well. — 

Another important excerpt is from the Daity Mail, 


D: CORTLAND MEYERS is reported in a 


a secular newspaper of England, under the heading, 
“Are We Less Religious?” 


Beginning with the 
question, “Is England becoming pagan?” the article 
proceeded to say that™‘a fear exists, not only in the 
Church of England, but also within the doors of every 
denomination in this country, that indifference to re- 
ligion is growing so marked as to constitute a definite 
menace to the faith. This fear has sprung from the 
realization of the fact that everywhere parents are 
neglecting to teach their children even the merest ele- 
ments of Christianity. Today, it is noticed, compara- 
tively few children learn to say their prayers at their 
mothers’ knees —and during the last few years there 
has been an ominous thinning in the ranks of children 
who attend Sunday-school.” .-The writer then proceeds 
te quote the Bishop of Winchester, who asked, “Why 
is it that the idea of God cuts no ice in these days?” 


‘The full article stirred England profoundly and called 


forth the views of representative church leaders, all 
of whom deplored. the prevailing indifference to re- 
ligious things. Much more might be cited, but the 
above will serve as an index to present conditions. 

Let us not give way to panic, for a panicky people 


.soon become a paralytic people. The situation is con- 


fessedly alarming but we must be careful not to ex- 
aggerate the difficulties of the present hour. The 
times have been as bad before. Note this from an 
American periodical of a hundred years ago: “And 
our irreligious clergy! What can be done for the con- 
version of the many ministers of the Word who preach 
error for truth, because they themselves have never 
known salvation? What will become of the churches 
under such leadership?” Such a statement should 
temper our judgment somewhat and curb an over- 
insistence arising out of white-heat earnestness. Is 
it possible that the church visible, as it exists today 
in the’ form of institutional Christianity, may have 
very littie future? We may even’ now be witnessing 
its crumbling and disintegration. 

The Bishop of Durham was reported recently as 
having said that “the future of institutional Chris- 


“You will be glad to know,” Mr. Kemp writes, 
“that in connection with our New Zealand Bible 
Training Institute a very. gracious work of grace 
has broken out among our students, of whom we 
have sixty in residence. These young men and 
young women seem to have caught a new vision, 
and together with that are being possessed of a 
passion for the salvation of souls. Out here under 
sunny skies and a balmy air it is so easy for people 
to lose all sense of spiritual claims. The open-air 
life lends itself to sport and recreation of all 
kinds, all of which is innocent enough, but in- 
roads are being made on the Lord’s Day to an 
extent not dreamed of ten years ago. The pity 
of it is that these violations of the Lord’s Day get 
the support of several of our so-called church 
dignitaries. 

“When Tom Heeney, the contestant for the 
world’s championship in fighting circles, arrived 
in Auckland from America, although it was the 
Lord’s Day pandemonium reigned long before the 
time of the arrival of the ‘Aorangi’ until long 
after Heeney reached his hotel. It is all a sign of 
the times and makes us continue to cry ‘How 
long, O Lord, how long?’ Our hope is in the 
coming of Him whose right it is to reign.” 

Mr. Kemp, who has had wide experience as 
pastor and teacher, does not feel that the day of 
revival is past, and he writes cf many signs that 
seem to point to an awakening in the near future. 








tianity is becoming uncertain”; and the Rev. Samuel 
Chadwick, the Principal of Cliff College in England, 
wrote in his editorial in The Joyful News of January 
5 these arresting words: _ f 

“One of my great texts is: “There are, it may be, 
so many kinds of voices in the world, and none of them 
is without signification’ (1 ‘Cor. 14:10). Frankly, 
I am less hopeful about the Church than the world. 
There are grave signs of loss of faith and departure 


from first principles. The Methodist candlestick is. 


in danger Of being removed. The qualities that made 
Methodism have become the sport of Methodists. It 
is the vogue of modern Methodism to mock at the 
faith and worship of those whose inheritance they 
have betrayed. Evangelistic passion has gone with 
the loss of the evangelical faith. Once it was of the 
essence of Methodism, now it is hardly allowed to be 
a necessary part. 

“The world outside was never more ready to hear 
the Evangel out of church. The Church must go 
to the people, with a Gospel for sinners and a passion 
for souls. Evangelism must be restored to its right- 
ful function and order in the Church, both at home 
and on the mission field. I find more Methodism out- 
side the Methodist Church than in it. There is a 
revival of the Methodist witness of full salvation, 
but it is not in Methodism.” 


Preaching Outside the Churches 


That from one who knows the inside of Methodism 
is a daring indictment, but one is compelled to bear 
similar testimony regarding some other than Meth- 
odist churches. It is a very significant thing to which 
Principal Chadwick calls attention, for while the 
churches are evidently waning in their influence, the 
work of God outside the churches is receiving signal 
tokens of divine favor, and it may be that in the near 
future we shall be compelled to look to agencies of 
an interdenominational character for the maintenance 
of the faith. On every continent the same plaint is 
heard that the churches are but sparsely attended and 
the hold that they have upon the populace is but ‘feeble 
indeed. Yet outside the churches, the Word of God is 
being proclaimed to multitudes. Amid the. darkening 
shadows this is heartening and is good ground for 
gratitude to God. All is not lost and a God-given 
faith will-not waver in its belief in the ultimate vic- 
tory of the cross. 

It is now nearly a quarter of a century since there 
was any very widespread spiritual movement. My 
memory goes back to the great days at the beginning 
of this present century when Wales was swept by a 
glorious wind of the Spirit. We talk about revivals 
being evanescent, but there was nothing transitory 
about that movement. Several years after the more 
fervid and glowing expressions of the heart had 
ceased, Principal Edwards of Bala College was asked 
his cpinion regarding permanent results of the move- 
ment and he replied, “Seventy-two thousand additions 
to the Christian Church of the Principality.” A year 
ago I was in Wales with my friend: the Rev. R. B. 
Jones of Porth, and so far as his work at his Taber- 


nacle and his Christian. Workers’ Training School is 
concerned, the revival has never ceased. A more di- 
rect personal testimony may be permitted regarding an 
unforgettable ministry in Charlotte Chapel, Edinburgh, 
where for several years such a movement of the. Spirit 
of God in answer to prayer was witnessed as I have 
never known elsewhere. By it hundreds and thousands 
were brought to Christ and a dead church quickened 
into one that is still throbbing with passion and life. 
What holy. daring! What white-heat enthusiasm! 
What _ sanctified passion characterized. those days! 
Other movements throughout the world were then 
giving hopeful signs of maturity and for well nigh 
twenty-five years we have experienced little of revival. 
The present and immediate future are not without 
promise. 

Dr. McIntyre of Glasgow said recently, “I cannot 
think of any period in all the history of the Church 
when the times were more laden with the promise of 
blessing than these.” From such an observant author- 
ity that statement is not without its significance. We 
have so long habituated ourselves to looking on the 
dark side of events, and not without just cause, that 
there is a danger of shutting our eyes to things prom- 
ising and hopeful. 


Signs of an Awakening 


One of the very hopeful omens of this day is the 
persistent and unbroken crying of the children of God 
for revival. Dr. Shields, who has had phenomenal 
experience in recent years of God’s gracious workings 
in his church in Toronto, testifies that wherever he 
has gone he finds groups of the Lord’s people pleading 
for revival, and such is my own experience. I have 
recently returned from a fairly extensive tour through- 
out England, Scotland, Wales, the United States, and 
Canada, Panama, Fiji, and Australia, and I do declare 
that one of the most soul-uplifting discoveries I made 
was this, “getting ready for revival.” The Lord's 
hosts are resorting to the exercise of the bended knee. 
It has ever been so. Revivals.are not lawless. Dis- 
cussion never brought revival. While we debate the 
people drift. Human stipulations are set aside. There 
is a way, however, whereby we can bring the cloud 
even though it be no bigger than a man’s hand. Spir- 
itual forces are liberated in response to prayer, and 
when we see the people of God calling upon him in 
prayer we may take it as an earnest of the promised 
blessing. When Daniel found the time of blessing was 
at hand he said, “I set my face unto the Lord God, to 
seek by prayer and supplications, with fasting, and 
sackcloth, and ashes.” Hosea likewise announced the 
coming of showers of blessing and commanded the 
people to “break up your fallew ground.” What is 
all that but getting ready? “The ways of the Lord 
are known to his chosen; their ears are open to the 
marching of unseen hosts, and they discern the an- 
swering hand in the sky.” As soon as Zion travails, 
she prevails. 

A further indication of the divine movement among 
us is the trek of young men and women toward the 
things of God. It has become so common to scandal- 
ize our youth that there is little wonder if they con- 
sider the Church unsympathetic toward them. Not all 
our young people are tobogganing to hell. When 
walking with Dr. Stuart Holden through the beautiful 
grounds in which the Annual China Inland Mission 
Convention was being held at Swanwick, England, a 
little over a year ago, I passed the remark to him as 
I saw the hundreds of young people gathered for Bible 
study, “Thank God the Devil has not got all the 
young people.” ‘He gripped my arm as he responded, 


, -By no means.” Leok where we will and we shall 


find in our Bible Conference work, the work of our 
Christian Conventions, the great evangelistic services 
both in and out of our churches, that young people 
dominate the gatherings. Touring the American Con- 
tinent from end to end one who is observant will not 
fail to find much in this direction to indicate that 
the Spirit of God is abroad today. 

_ Another augury for good is the quickened interest 
in evangelism within the churches. For many years 
we have been listening to the somber statements made 
by church statisticians regarding the numerical -de- 
crease in the churches, and so serious has this become 
that it would seem the churches cannot long continue 
their existence unless the leakage is stopped. One 
great denomination reports that out of every 1,000 
coming into the church 666 are lost by other causes 
than death, We barely keep pace with the growing 
population of our several countries. But by far the 
more serious aspect of modern church life is the spir- 
itual decline. Between no two things is there greater 
unlikeness than between the Church and the world. 
Yet the Church has well nigh lost her identity in the 
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world. This numerical decline and the spiritual de- 
clension are beginning to eat their way into-the con- 
science of many of our Church leaders who see no 
hope for the Church but in a strong evangelism. The 
Church must evangelize or die. Here again the signs 
are encouraging, for one finds in many places evan- 
gelism going on apace. I heard the Rev. John Bissett, 
the Evangelist of the Presbyterian Church of New 
Zealand, say, “I have seen during the last five years as 
remarkable conversions as any I have known in the 
whole of my life.” My own testimony must be along sim- 
ilar tines. Honesty compels me to say it: We do witness 
in the ordinary ministry the working of the Spirit 
of God, and conversions are the regular order of our 
work. In Presbyterian circles in, New" Zealand this 
is the year of evangelism. In the Auckland Province 
of this country, the Baptists are planning similar work. 
We hear of contemplated work along these lines in 
other lands. 

If it is true that every revival begins in the soul 
travail of saints who cry unto God for the salvation 
of men, we may expect a breaking forth of his power 
in the not distant future. It is when the enemy 
comes in like a flood—note the figure, a rushing, 
tumbling, torrent of destruction, as when the Missis- 
sippt broke her bounds —that the Spirit of the Lord 
lifts up his standard. One could wish we heard more 
today of the mission and ministry of the Holy Spirit 
in this age. It has been rightly said that “what the 
heart is to the human body, what the root is to the 
tree, what the fountain head is to the stream, what 
the seed is to the flower, or the spring is to the watch 
—all that the Holy Spirit is to the Church.” Wher- 
ever he is recognized, he works his sovereign will. 
Like the wind, mysterious, viewless, and sovereign, 
we hear the sound, note the direction, and observe 
the results, though we cannot explain. It is “not by 
might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord 
of hosts.” A whole souled reliance on the Spirit of 
God would work wonders. 

Let us not be discouraged. 
the night,” says Panton, “should encourage rather 
than discourage.” It was in the midnight of the Dark 
Ages that the Reformation broke out in an Augus- 


“Even the darkness of 
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tinian monastery and changed the history of the world. 
Similarly, before the revival of Wesley. and White- 
field, conditions were described as “death in the 
churches, rottenness in public morals, infidelity coming 
in like a flood.” 

Let us believe in the possibility of revival today 
and that expeciancy will help create the atmosphere 
in which it can begin. Some years ago the question 
was asked, and if I mistake not, through the columns 
of The Sunday School Times, “Do you still believe 
that God is as able and wilting to send revival today to 
the body of Christ at large as he ever was?” To this 
Dr. W. B. Riley replied, “I have no doubt whatever, 
provided his people meet his conditions.” 

In certain quarters we are told we cannot expect 
any very widespread movement of the Spirit of God 
now, for we are living in the days of apostasy de- 
fined in Scripture as “ihe last days,’ when according 
to 2 Timothy 3:1 “Perilous times shall come”; and 
according to 2 Peter 3:3 “There shall come ... . 
scoffers.” But let the reader carefully note the same 
word in Acts 2:17, “In the last days,” which Dr. 
Scofield tells us has reference to the time of declen- 
sion and apostasy at the end of this age. “Jn the last 
days, saith God, I will pour out my Spirit upon all 
flesh,” and as if to emphasize the great promise, it is 
repeated in verse 18, “I will pour out in those days 
of my Spirit.” 

I dare to think that a glorious opportunity is before 
us. The occasion is ripe for a peculiar manifestation 
of divine power. It is not the time for getting faint- 
hearted or listening to timid counsels of expediency. 
Do we believe in the almighty power of our risen 
Lord? Do we believe that according to his promise 
he is with his toiling servants? If so, then let us 
go forward courageously in his Name believing that 
“greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the 
world” (1 John 4:4). “Thus saith the Lord, the Holy 
One of Israel and his Maker, Ask me of things to 
come concerning my sons, and concerning the work of 
my hands command ye me” (Isa. 45:11). That is 
the justification of Finney’s amazing doctrine, that 
the Church can have a revival at any time. 

AUCKLAND, New ZEALAND. 
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A Farm Mother’s Letters to College Students 


5. Little Foxes and Tender Grapes 








Skylight Farm. 
Dear CoLtece Boy: 

I want to talk with you this afternoon about sin, 
temptation, and a football game. I don’t wish to 
attempt a feeble imitation of Billy Sunday’s famous 
baseball sermon as a sugar coating for a bit of moral- 
izing. I know about how well that sort of thing goes 
over with the-audience when undertaken by an amateur. 
For about half my life up te date I’ve worshiped in 
a village churgh where a large percentage of the mem- 
bers are farmers, Visiting preachers aware of this 
condition, very many of them, with the best of inten- 
tions, undertake to meet us on our own ground by 
means of a profuse sprinkling of agricultural illus- 
trations. The ones who were born on the farm suc- 
ceed very well, but some of the others make me so 
uncomfortably sorry for them that I find it hard not 
to squirm in my seat, or to steal a sidelong glance 
at Head of the House, I shall never forget the nice 
little man with wide ribbon bows on his oxfords who 
talked to us about how we worked with our hands 
and he with his head. I couldn’t so much blame my 
fellow citizen who, upon being introduced to the 
preacher, looked down and said, “So you’re a preacher! 
Well, sir, you’ve got a nice clean job.” 

Now I know I don’t understand the rules of foot- 
ball so well as do most of you; but I know a lot 
about that game I watched Thanksgiving Day, and 
what I know hurts yet. 
about punts branded into my consciousness so that it 
won't wear off till the rule is changed again, Punts 
were certainly the feature of that game. First there 
was the one that our man grabbed and then he ran 
for what looked just like a touchdown but had tg be 
called back. Then it was just one rascally blocked 
punt, combined with a second’s hesitation on the part 
of our end, that lost us the conference title. The thing 
hit the ground right in front of me, I can hear the 
thud yet, and.as soon as I awoke next morning I 
began gOing over again the one agonizing moment that 
seemed about forty while our end-looked down, hesi- 
tated, and let the State Teachers man scoop it right 
out from under his nose and-run for a touchdown, the 
first of the game. I know there’s no use crying over 
spilt milk; but down. in our hearts every one of us 
who really cares is a poor loser, though some of us 
can summon a grandstand grin more readily than 
others... I wrung my hands and almost cried. I respect 
the code and the good manners of the true sportsman; 
but with all my heart I love the big, dirty-faced husky 


At least I got the late ruling’ 


who cares enough to break down and blubber when 
he gets to the dressing room. : 

State Teachers were the champions last year and 
nearly half their line are seniors, so I was nigh to 
bursting with pride to see our team outplay them all 
the first half. We were within two feet of their goal 
line with. one more down to go on when the whistle 
blew for the end of the half. Then right at the start 
of the second half came that fatal touchdown. They 
had scarcely made first down before that; but it was 
heartbreaking to see how they _pepped up and how our 
boys wilted for the next few minutes. Two. long 
passes and a fifteen yard penalty took them again 
within arm’s reach of our goal and over they went for 
a second touchdown. True, we can hug to our hearts 
the memory of that wonderful run of Tommy’s. State 
Teachers had got off a beautiful punt that rolled away 
to one end of our ten yard line. We on the bleachers 
went cold for a minute to see that Tommy only 
watched it but didn’t grab for it. A Teachers man 
touched it, but seemed to forget that this year’s rules 
require him to homestead his. claim by planting his 
tummy off the ball. Both teams were bunched at 
that side of the field and before the referee could blow 
his whistle, Tommy had refused the penalty and was 
off down the open side of the field, the precious pig- 
skin under his arm, for an eighty-four-yard run. We 
got the extra point, which they both times had failed 
to do. Another touchdown would have nailed the 
pennant; but dusk was seiting in and it had begun to 
rain. From then on, though both teams fought bravely, 
they only slid back and forth in the muck. 

Of course a game is only a game, but it wouldn't 
be worth the candle: (whatever that means— I’ve al-: 
ways wondered) if one didn’t forget for: the time 
being. that it isn’t a genuine battle. Personally: I’m 
strong for our American sports if only we could keep 
them clean from commercialism, Sunday. desecration, 
and gambling. I believe they had more than a little 
to do with the spring in the. step of our doughboys 
as they swung down the streets of certain towns in 
France. So when I’m smarting from a defeat like 
this one the best way I can ease the pain is to look 
at the serious conflicts of life which every game sym- 
bolizes and to point my little moral. It’s: almost in- 
comprehensible what a sirigle break will do to the 
morale of a team, but I’ve seen it happen again and 
again. Just one lucky break. and a losing team may 
become a charging fury that:nothing can stop. Just 
one bit of poor head work and.a splendid fighting unit 
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breaks up into a disorganized rout. I shouldn’t be 
too hard on our slow-witted end. It was, I know, only 
an instant’s hesitation and most of us are sometimes 
balked by’a retarded spark. But the price is so ter- 
ribly high. That’s just the instant when the enemy 
comes in like a flood. 

How ‘gladly I’d give in one joyful minute every 
ounce of vital force that I possess and be content. to 
crumble forthwith into my original elements, dust to 
dust, ashes to ashes, if in that supreme moment I could 
rally the youth of the day to one grand offensive 
against the ranks of sin with as much enthusiasm as 
they manifest in a football campaign! -You all study 
so wisely these days into the causes and manifesta- 
tions of crime; but the great majority of you scarcely 
acknowledge the existence of sin, that elemental germ 
of crime that lurks in the heart of every. child of Adam. 
The Devil never seored a more decisive victory ‘than 
when he got the race to laughing at the tale 


Of man’s first disobedience, and the fruit 
Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste 
Brought death into the world, and all our woe. 


It’s an easy step from that to ignoring, or eveii deny- 
ing, the very existence of all sin, calling it by some 
more euphonious name. But no denial, highbrow Or 
otherwise, will do away with the most tragic fact of 
human experience, any more than the light laugh of 
the scorner will stay for a second the execution of 
that dread, universal sentence, “It is appointed unto 
men once to die, but after this the judgment” (Heb. 
9:27). It is as true today as it was when Peter 
wrote that “your adversary the devil, as a roaring 
lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” 
If lions always roared. they might not be so deadly, 
but often they stalk silently and all unseen. When you 
hear the roar it will be too late to retreat. 

I know of four college boys, two of them professedly 
Christian and from fine Christian homes, who the 
other night tried a little break for personal liberty. 
I don’t think they had in mind to commit an actual 
sin, just te experiment in a joking way with forbidden 
fruit. As a result of the experiment they came: back 
to their rooms dead drunk. The next thing they knew 
they found themselves, by a most natural chain of events, 
allied with the worst, most demoralizing element of 
the school life. Henceforth it will be a difficult, well- 
nigh impossible thing for them to regain their former 
standing. I can easily imagine; at least in the case of 
the two Christians, the moment’s hesitation while 
they dallied with the mischievous suggestion to see, 
close up, a little of the night life of the city. After 
that first. moment of dalliance the rout was fast and 
irresistible. And the end is not yet; the mischief will 


-not stop with them. No amount of Christian forbear- 


ance, wisdom, and firmness on the part of teachers 
and .proctors can entirely obviate the damaging in- 
fluence to the morale mf the school. Worst of all, 
something fine and of inestimable value in the make-up 
of each of those boys has been coarsened and cheap- 
ened. The grace of God can effect marvelous cures. 
The Father is always waiting to welcome the return- 
ing prodigal. But those of us who have weathered 
the storms of life can testify that nothing is ever gained 
by a sojourn in the far country. Read Lilias Trotter’s 
wonderful illustration of the blighting effect’ of an 
injury to the “growing point” of a plant (The Sunday 
School Times, December 1). Then “take us the foxes, 
the little foxes, that spoil the vines: for our vines 
have tender grapes.” 
Your friend, 


Tue Farm Moruer. 
we 


A Service of Favorite Hymns 
. By Jennie E. Stewart 


Bee song leader of one Sunday-school tried out a 
pian for the song service in his school that proved 
very helpful, inieresting, and inspiring. His plan was 
to use at least one of the songs that never die, stipulat- 
ing that each one should be fifty years old or obder, 
and one of the best of the newer songs in each opening 
service. Accordingly he invited the members of the 
schook to suggest their favorite songs on paper and to 
sign their names. His idea was to use these suggested 


-songs from time to time as they fitted into the program 


for the: day. ; 

He made a careful: outline of his: programs several 
weeks ahead and when 4 song was selected he spoke 
to the one who suggested it and asked him or her to 


- tell something ‘of the'-song, its influence on his life 


or just why it was his favorite, something of the origin 
of the song, the author, and the like. Of course it 
was-not always possible for every person: who sug- 
gested a song to do all this. So the leader was con- 


-tinually on the lookout for bits of. history about the 


old favorites and bits of interesting data in regard 
to them. ‘He was generally ready ‘with assistance 
when necessary. 

He asked each person who collected history on a 
song to preserve it in writing, notes at least, so that 
he might keep this material on file. When it became 
necessary or appropriate to. use any song a_ second 
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Lesson for January 13 


time ‘the data was at hand to be presented: briefly “in: 


review. 

After the first big offering of lists of suggested 
songs, he still continued to receive suggestions to add 
to his lists so that there was always a good list to 
choose from... Naturally several people suggested the 
same song in many cases. The leader then had to 
select some one person to give the main history, but 


the others were also invited to give their personal - 


reasons for selecting that hymn as a favorite and to 


add anything interesting to the first talk. 


The use of his plan had the effect of increasing the 
interest in the opening service quite materially. 


Bou.per, Coto. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
' . Discussed by Mother Ruth 











Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School .Times, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. No namés or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too for an answer in - these 
columns, Mother Ruth will be glad to reply indi- 
vidually if possible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am very much perplexed. I 
scarcely know which way to turn. I might go to some 
one else for help, but having read your replies in the 
Times, I realize that the spiritual side of every question 
is emphasized in your answers. I have come to a place 
where I must make a decision and I want to do what 
God wills for me. I have been keeping company with a 
girl since We like each other very much, but 
somehow she withholds herself. She has been engaged 
twice before, and broke both engagements. She is a fine 
Christian girl, but her conception of life differs some- 
what from mine. She is capable of great depths of feel- 
ing, but she changes so much. I believe with all my heart 
that it -is God’s will that she should love me. Some 
months ago after a very definite spiritual experience it 
came to me very clearly that she should love me, and 
believing that in my heart, I want to do what I believe 
is His will for us. I am a Christian, a member of the 
same church, and we have one thing in common — we are 
both children of His. 3 

I hope you will give me your frank opinion. I want to 
know very much, for our future happiness and welfare de- 
pend upon the decision —A PERPLEXED READER. 


EAR FRIEND: Your indecision impresses me 
strongly, and I want to urge you, when you do not 





know what to do, to do nothing. God does not mean © 


that you shall walk in darkness, and ‘until you have 
light, do not move. Wait on the Lord. It will all 
come plainly to you, if you will, You are making 
too much. of those first impressions, The evil one is 
very subtle, and now would try to hold you to them. 
You may want to believe that the girl in question is 
to love you, but my dear boy, it will be better for you 
to relinquish that thought, and get down before God, 
and tell him you do not want her love unless it is of 
his choosing. She is evidently of a changing nature, 
and it may be she has not been in love with any to 
whom ‘she has been engaged. Do not marry under 
these conditions, for it looks as though you would be 
likely to rue it. Therg is no uncertainty with God and 
his plans; they are clear and décided and strong. Noth- 
ing of a weak character when he has things in his 
hands; therefore go slowly, and do not venture with 
any. uncertainty, for he can and he will make it all 
plain to you, if you will be patient and wait for him. 

The mating of two souls is Heaven below, and the 
mismating is the opposite. is so willing to make 


it all clear to you, if you will not take things out of 


his hands. Do not be influenced by sentiment or 
passion, but talk with God until all of your own choice 
is blotted out, and you are willing for God to have 
his way; and God will tell you in no uncertain way 
just what you are to do. Then when you have gotten 
rid of your misgivings, be true to the leading that 
God will give you.. Do not be led by any cunning 


. thought from the evil one, for if he can fool you on 
‘this vital question, he will; he knows it will wreck a 


Christian life and home, It is his purpose to defeat 
the plan of -God in your life, and he will place every 
allurement before you, and as the Bible says (Mark 
13:22), he will deceive the very elect, so bide your 
time, and do not let your passionate nature be in his 
employ and turn you from a sane and wise procedure. 
God is right there to be your guide and your Con- 
queror. Rest in him, and do nothing until he shall 
make plain the path you are to take, 

Psalm 37: 4 says, “Delight thyself in the Lord; and 
he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.” Verse 
5 goes on, “Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust 
also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.” Now it 
may not be with this girl, but another; but in his 
own. - time the Lord will give you the desires of your 
heart, and if in him, oh, I know from testing it myself, 
that you can have a joy on earth that is like nothing 
else. The happiness of a homie that God plans is 
joy indeed. If it i: any other kind, then both are 
unhappy, for both must be happy in order to have 
either happy. I hope I have helped you. I am praying 
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~that:God will let youi see and know his will, and that 


you will be willing to accept it, even though it is not 
your choice. Remember, God is never in a hurry, 


og 
A Synthetic Sand Table Map 
By Sara Leader Hamilton 


TEACHING the life of Paul to the older Juniors 
‘and the Intermediates a sand table map is far 
more effective in making his journeys real to the stu- 
dents than a mere wall map. Unfortunately the ma- 
jority of our Sunday-schools have a painfully limited 
supply of sand tables. One for every class is not to 
be thought of. This is the case in the school where I 
have been teaching, so recently I devised what I have 
called. “a synthetic sand table map.” It-costs about 
twenty-five or thirty cents, and its construction is 
within the range of the ability of anyone whose school 
already possesses one large wall map of the missionary 
journeys of Paul. 

The materials needed to make a very satisfactory 


‘synthetic sand table map of serviceable size are: one 


forty-two by sixty inch wall map of Paul’s missionary 
journeys; one pair of scissors; one long ruler — pref- 
erably a yardstick; one pencil; one bottle of library 
paste (this is really enough for several maps) ;. sev- 
eral fair sized pieces of brown wrapping paper, all of 
the same shade and with all wrinkles smoothed out 
with a warm iron; two-thirds of a yard of inexpensive 
tracing paper (of which there are several kinds — the 
cheapest will do nicely for this work); one sheet. of 
carbon impression paper; one roll of Alice blue satin- 
finished crepe paper (blue paper of almost any kind 
will do; but the undulating crepe paper is peculiarly 
effective for water, and this is to be used for the sea) ; 
enough large sheets of white or cream paper to make 
a mat on which to build your map. (You may use 
very light-colored wrapping paper for this; or a 
printer, for the sum of five cents, will furnish you with 
enough large sheets of inexpensive white paper to 
make several mats.) 
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Put the wall. map on a table, or any large, smooth 
horizontal surface, place the tracing paper on it, and 
with the pencil follow the outlines of the various 
countries and important islands, locating the cities by 
tiny circles or big dots as you go. It is not desirable 
to draw in the outlines of the provinces, countries, and 
the like. Remember that this is a “sand table map.” 
These would not be in evidence on a sand table map. 
With the aid of the carbon paper, now transfer the 
outlines of the countries and islands to the brown 
wrapping paper.. Cut them out. 

With the light-colored wrapping paper or the sheets 
of white printer’s paper pasted together to form a 
large single sheet, make a mat for your map, allowing 
a two-inch border all around. This border will help 
later to make a neat finish for your work. 

Now cover the surface af your map-to-be (not ‘the 
border, of course) with the blue crepe paper. . It will 
not require all of it. Paste in position. On this blue 
sea arrange the countries and islands, Paste in’ posi- 
tion. From the piece of dark paper. cut’a tiny cross, 
a tiny crown, and a large number of tiny squares. 
Paste the cross on the site of Jerusalem, the crown 
on the site of Rome, and the tiny.squares on the sites 
of the other cities. By the cities print their names. 
Better yet, have some’ kind friend type. for you the 
names of the cities.on a strip ofthe paper left after the 
countries -have been cut out. Separate these names 
with the scissors*and paste them by their respective 
cities. 

Crease your. two-inch border’ all around, ‘a’ little 
more than half way from the edge of the map, turning 


‘it forward. Paste down. ~This will form:a nice frame 


for the map, as it were,-covering the rough. edges. . 

The completed map should-lie flat when in use, and 
the students should trace the different’ journeys’ with 
soft pieces of colored string —say blue :for the first 
journey; green for the second, yellow for the’ third, 
and red for:the last sad trip to Rome. 

You will be amazed at. the beauty of the map as well 
as at the speed with which ‘it teaches the students the 
geography of the lessons. 


Lone Beacu, Cat. 








The first land owned by Protestants on 
the Mount of Olives 








A Bible School Near Gethsemane 


By Samuel H. Cuff, tositere ot bible Resourch 














——— 


Not by high pressure methods, but through prayer, a piece of ground has been secured where a Bible study center 
will be erected in the Land of the Book. Those who would lie to join one of the tours during the coming year 
may do so at reduced rates through The Sunday School Times plan described on page 790. 


ONE day in June, 1928, one of the study groups of 
the Travel Institute of Bible Research stood out- 
side the Garden of Gethsemane looking up toward the 
Mount of Olives. Their leader was pointing out to 
them the pieces of land bordering on the road that 
our Lord used,in going from Jerusalem to Bethany 
and at the triumphal entry, and he named the re- 
ligious sects to which the land belonged, such as the 
Greek, Roman, and Armenian Catholic. In answer 
to a question from a member of the group the leader 
admitted that the Protestants owned no land on the 
Mount of Olives. A little later the same person, an 
American lady, asked whether any property was 
available. She was told that there had been a ‘ot for 
sale at the top of the Mount, which a group of Prot- 
estant Christians had hoped to buy. They had not 
been successful, however, and he explained why. 

About three years ago a group of Christian leaders 
met in the Conference room of the American Bible 
Society to discuss a plan that would make possible the 
study of the Bible in Palestine, under auspices that 
would be at once evangelical and reliable and within 
the means of the average church worker. It was pro- 
posed first to purchase a piece of land on the Mount 
of Olives facing the wilderness of Judea and Moab, 
and then to raise a fund that would make possible the 
erection of a Bible school accommodating several hun- 
dred persons. With this equipment in hand an active 
campaign would be undertaken to urge Christian 
workers to spend a short time in studying the Bible 
in Palestine. This plan involved a large amount of 
money and a large staff of workers. A question was 
raised as to the advisability of beginning in such a 
large way, and finally it was decided ‘to make a de- 
posit that would hold the land for a period of several 
years, and to conduct a group of students to the 
Holy Land in order to test out the value of studying 
the Book in the Land. 

But the plan soon met with a serious handicap, for 
the option on the land could not be secured. A group 
of students, ministers, and teachers did go to Pales- 
tine, however, on a Bible study tour, and returned 
with enthusiastic reports of their experience. 

When the American lady heard what had happéned 
she again asked the leader whether there was any 
other property available facing Jerusalem. In reply 


he told of something that had happened in Jerusalem 
just a few days before. It was similar to an event 
that had eccurred 2,500 years ago, when Jeremiah 
was given the privilege of redeeming’ a piece of land 
in Anathoth. An inhabitant of the village of the 
Mount of -Olives now had the right to redeem the 
only remaining piece of land on Olivet that bordered 
the traditional place of Christ’s weeping over Jerusa- 
lem. This man did not want the property, and had 
told a business man in Jerusalem that he wanted to 
forego his privilege and sell the land. The leader 
of the group then told the American lady that he him- 
self had requested a few days’ option on the land. 

Soon after this conversation took place the Bible 
study group went on toward the North. The leader 
wanted very much to stay in Jerusalem to see what 
he could do about the land, but, believing that God 
would make possible the purchase of that land if it 
was His will, he committed the whole matter into 
the Lord’s hands and went on with the group. ‘He said 
nothing further about the land to the others, but he 
kept on praying. 

About twenty days iater, the day before the option 
was to expire, the group was embarking for the re- 
turn voyage to America. The leader was taking leave 
of the members when, as he approached the lady who 
had questioned him about the land, she handed him a 
small piece of paper, saying, “Your option on the 
land expires*tomorrow. You had better wire that you 
will buy it.” The paper was a check for the necessary 
amount of money. 

One of the most gratifying things to. think of in the 
purchase of the land was that it was secured not by 
up-to-date, high pressure methods, but in answer 
to continued prayer. In all probability the land marks 
the place where the Lord Jesus wept over Jerusalem, 
It was a part of the Garden of Gethsemane, and I am 
sure that we can say that our Lord on many occasions 
walked about on the spot that we are now privileged 
to call our own. It has been given to the Protestant 
church at large, and for that church it will be kept. 
It is hoped that when sufficient funds have been re- 
ceived a building may be erected where Christian peo- 
ple can gather to study the Bible in the land of its 
birth and learn more of their Lord and Master. 

New York City.. 


a 
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LESSON 2, JANUARY 13. SIN 
International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 3 : 1-24; 6: 5-8; Mark 7: 14-23: Romans 1: 18-32; 3: 10-18; I John 1:5 to2:6 


Golden Text.—lf we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. H we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
righteous to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.-— 3 john 1: 8, 9 

















The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 


UR last week’s lesson was about God. This 

week we are to study the problem of our im- 

paired fellowship with God. And this is the 
order of thought. For as soon as we begin to think 
about God we find that there is something wrong with 
us and that we do not love him as we know we ought 
to. The hindrance is sin. 


Verse by Verse 


1 John 1:5.—God is light. Compare 4:8: “God 
is love.” There the predicative is purely ethical and 
thus is to be taken literally. Here, on the other hand, 
the word “light” refers to a material condition, and 
thus we must allow some amount of figurative mean- 
ing. But of all material things, light is that which 
most easily passes into an ethical sense, so that there 
is scarcely need for us to interpret it even to our own 
thought. Light suggests the ideas of purity, clarity, 
beauty, and glory. It is the source of all material 
life and growth and joy. God is light and the foun- 
tain of all light, both material and spiritual. In him 
is nothing of the nature of darkness at all. Apart 
from him man’s position is one of darkness: (Eph. 4: 
18), distance (Eph. 2:12), and death (Eph. 2:1). 
But united to God in Jesus Christ, the saved sinner’s 
position is one of knowledge, fetlowship, and life. 


Verse 6.—Walk in the darkness. This is. not quite 
the same word as in verse 5. There we have the 
abstract quality of darkness, here the concrete thing 
—the dark. Actually this is equivalent to deceit and 
falsehood. Walk is a figurative word used continually 
both in the Bible and in our everyday speech to de- 
scribe the whole course of life both inward and out- 
ward. Compare Psalms 1:1 and 15:2. We lie. 
This covers the widest possible statement of the case. 
It covers culpable self-deception as well as conscious 
hypocrisy. We... do not the truth, This is more 
specific than the former statement. It means we do 
not act out what the light of God reveals as the truth. 
We say that we have fellowship with God and yet we 
ignore or shun his light as the guide of. life. The 
truth denotes. the realities of the spiritual and eternal 
world. 


Verse 7—We have fellowship one with another. 
Calvin and others take this to refer to the believer’s 
fellowship with God. Alford and Law refer them to 
the mutual fellowship of Christian with Christian. 
Alford says that our communion wiih God is pre- 
supposed in our walking in the light, as he is in the 
light. When men have the same spirit of sincerity 
and goodness in them, there is fellowship of the 
noblest kind. 


that such walking in the light shows that we are 
spiritually one with the children of God. It avouches 
us as members of the househotd of faith. 

Cleanseth us. Note the present tense. 
cleansing. 
even though he be a saved sinner, and his holy God 
is possible only through the continuous: efficacy and 
operation of the blood of Jesus Christ. We never 
reach such a position that we become independent of 
his sacrifice. Even in Heaven the redeemed acknowl- 
edge continually that they are there by virtue of 
Christ’s atoning work (Rev. 5:9). : 

Verse 8—We deceive ourselves. 
sibilities of such self-deception church history, alas, 
bears abundant witness. We may deceive ourselves 
in this matter, but we do not usually deceive other 
people, and we certainly never deceive God. 


Verse 9.—lf we confess our sins. This is the only 
place in the New Testament where this particular 
word is used with reference to sin. It implies recog- 
nition and acknowledgment of-sin. This latter is pri- 
marily to God, but where we have wronged another 


man through our sin, ackroowledgment to him. is not. 


excluded. He is faithful and righteous. Once we have 
received the Lord Jesus as our Sin-bearer (John 1: 
12), God’s very righteousness is-on our side. The 
sinner has been judged, condemned, and executed in 
Christ. Ged’s eternal and perfect justice is satisfied. 

Verse 10—We make him a liar, 
make him out to be a liar. 
which is characteristic of John, compare John 5: 18; 
8:53; 10:33; 10:7, 12. This is the apex of the 
series of fatsehoods described in this chapter. We 
lie (v. 6); we deceive ourselves (v. 8); we make him 
a liar (v. 10). 


Soul meets soul with brotherly trust’ 
and love (Law). There is the further thought implied 


Pe... ; Keeps on 
Maintained communion between a sinner, 


To the awful pos- 


This means wwe- 
For this use of the word, - 


His word. This is especially the mes- — 


Devotional Reading: Psalm sz : 1-10. 
Primary Topic: Grieving God. 

Lesson Material : Gencsis 3: 1-24. 

Momsry Verse: Thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive. 
— Psa. 85: 5. 

Junior Topic: Grieving God. 

Lesson Material; Genesis 3 : 1-24; 6: 5,6; Romans 3: 10-18; 
t John 1; 5.to2: 6. 

Memory Verse; If we confess our cius, he is faithful and 
righteous to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. x John 1: 9. 

Intermediate and Senior Topic: What Sin Is and Does. 
Topic for Young People and Adults 





: Sim and Its Consequences. 








The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
1 John 1:5 to 2:6 : 

1 John 1:5 And this is the message which we have heard 
from him and announce unto you, that God is light, and 
in him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have 
fellowship with him and walk in the darkness, we lie, and 
do not the truth: 7 but if we walk in the light, as he is in 
the light, we have fellowship one with anether, and the 
blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth us from. all sin. 8 If we 
say that we have noesin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. ¢% if we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and righteous to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not 
sinned, we. make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

2:1 My little children, thése things write I unto you that 
ye may not sin. And if any man sin, we have an * Advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 2 and he is 
the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but 
also for the whole world. 3 And hereby we know that we 
know him, if we keep his commandments. 4 He that saith, 
IAnow him, and keepeth not*his commandments, is a liar, 
and the truth is not in him; 5 but whoso keepeth his word, 
in him verily hath the love of God been perfected. Hereby 
we know that we are in him: 6 he: that saith he abideth in 
him ought himself also to walk even as he walked. 

2Or, Comforter, John 14;16. Or, Helper. Gr., Para- 
clete, 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








sa_: of God in Christ. If we deny our sin we con- 
tradict this message. 


Chapter 2:1.—Ye may not sin. The aorist tense 
implies that ye may commit*no act of sin. Advocate. 
This is the same word as Comforter (John 14: 16). 
The Greek word means one called alongside to help. 
The Holy Spirit is the Paraclete within. The Lord 
Jesus is the Paraclete with the Father. The Lord 
Jesus represents his people before God. ‘He right- 
eously and successfully intervenes in their. defense 
against the accusations of Sa:an (cf. Job 1; Zech. 3). 
When Satan charges the Chrisiian with being a sinner, 
a charge which is perfectly true, the Lord Jesus can 
say, “Put that to mine account”. (cf. Philem. 18). 

Verse 2.—The propitiation. Christ as the sin offer-. 
ing has reconciled God and us by rfdthing else but by 
his voluntary death as a sacrifice. -By this he has 
averted God’s wrath. from.us, At the same time we. 
must not forget te tell the pupils that it was God’s 
love for us that led him to allow his beloved Son 
thus to die in our stead. 


Verse 3.—We keep his commandments. The reat 


test as to whether we are’ walking in the light and: 


being cleansed from’ our sins and having fellowship: 
with God is to be found in whether. we are obedient 
to God. Such obedience is the acid test of all dis- 
cipleship. 

Verse 6—Ought himself also to walk. This con- 
formity to Christ is a debt that every saved sinner 
owes to God. This is the practical obligation resting 
upon him. It is‘a debt we never can discharge. And 
therefore, -the Lord Jesus taught us to pray, “Forgive 
us our debts” (Matt. 6:12): “Notice: what it means 





The Alternative 
By Amos R. Wells 


IN is blackness of the dark, all its ways are 
J blind and stark; but the Lord our God is light, 
shining glory, perfect sight.- Sin is foulness of dis- ° 
ease, hidden rotting agonies; but the Lord our God 
is health, purity’s abounding wealth. Sin is labor; 
endless toil, delving in a stony soil; but the Lord 
gives perfect rest in the mansions of the blest. Sin 
is loss and bitterness, withering to:less and less, 
but the Lord gives happy store, ever growing more 
and more. Sin is lonely, desolate, dreary in a 
barren fate; but our Father is a Friend, loving 
Comrade to the end: Sin, with every tortured 
breath, is a living, shuddering death; but our God 
gives endless day, life, and life, and life for aye! 











to walk like Christ: (1) “That the world may know 
that I love the Father” (John 14:31); (2) “I seek 
not mine own will” (John 5:30); (3) “I do always 
those things that please him” (John 8:29); (4) “I 
live by the Father” (John 6: 57). 


A Lesson Outline 

1. God’s character (1 John 1:5) 

2. God’s demands (1 John 2: 6) 

3. Man’s failure (1 John r: 10) 

4. God’s remedy (1 John 1:7, 9; 2:1) 
Golden Topics 


1. Fellowship with God. This is God’s desire and 
ideal. Just because he is the Father and Creator of 
man he naturally loves his creatures to enter into 
fellowship with him. Man is capable of such fellow- 
ship with God. He was created so. Yet his own 
self-will and consequent sin have destroyed this fel- 
lowship. God longs for its restoration. This is the 
secret and spring of his redemptive work in Christ. 


2. Walking in the light. The light reveals. The 
light of God’s presence shows us the sin that is in 
our hearts. We do not really know what ‘sin is till 
we know God. “In thy light shall we see light” (Psa. 
36:9). We must see that we put all this in very 
definite practical terms for our scholars. If we are 
walking in the light, for instance, we shall see clearly 
if there is any selfishness in us. We learn this not by 
thinking about ourselves nor by listening to other 
folks, but by walking closely with God. 

3. The ugly things that the light reveals can all be 
cleansed away by the precious blood of Christ. 

4. God’s ideal for us then is that we may so live 
with-him that every moment his: light shines on our 
minds and upon our doings. And that every moment 
whatever of: sin there is in these is being cleansed 
by the blood of the Lord Jesus. 


5. God’s. light is practically concentrated for us in 
his Word. So that for practical purposes to walk 
in the light means to check our thinking and saying 
and doing by God’s Word. . tg 

6. Propitiation. The forgiveness of sins is not .a 
matter of caprice on the part of God. He has acted 
throughout in strict accord with the law, that is. to 
say, with his own nature of righteousness, aw 
has been satisfied through the death of Christ. And 
the law, once thus. satisfied, is henceforth on the side 
of the sinner who has trusted Christ. I once built a 
house on a hillside. That house seemed to be the 
focus for every storm that came up the valley on either 
side. I was strongly advised to fit a lightning con- 
ductor.. When once that was done, we could stay. in 
our house during the severest thunderstorm, quiet and 
protected. It was not that God_had altered the laws 
of electricity to please us, nor was it that we were 
somehow immune from the action of the law. But 
we had obeyed the law of the storm, and the storm 
itself therefore was now on our side. The Lord Jesus 
Christ is the lightning’ conductor. Sheltered in him 
the sinner is perfectly safe even when the storm of 
God’s judgment is loosed on a guilty world. 


The Practical Aim 


The primary aim this week, as always, is to win the 
pupils for Christ. The secondary aim in this lIesson 
lies very close to the primary, namely, to try to rouse 
in the pupils the sense of sin and the consequent need 
of the Saviour. 


Final Word 


Grace there: is my. ev’ry debt to pay, 
Blood ‘to wash my ev’ry sin away,, 
Power to keep me spotless day by day, 


In Christ for me. i: Hesbert H. Booth. 
TunsrinceE WELLS, Enc. 


Me 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. ‘ They are written: by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the ‘questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HAT two facts about sin are set forth in the 
Golden Text? 


2. What proofs of the existence of sin may be. offered 
from Scripture? 


3. Where did sin have its origin? 
4. What ‘are some Scriptural definitions of sin? 
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5. What are the literal meanings of the Greek and 
Hebrew words that are translated “sin”? 


6. Where does sin first manifest itself, culminating in 
the act 


z: In which books of the Bible is sin most fully written 
of ! 


8. Where is the word sin first used in the Bible? 


9. In what books of the Bible does the word sin (or 
its derivatives) not occur? 


10. Where is the word “sins” found last? 


11. How much was this word, or theme, in the speech 
of Jesus? 

12. What does the lesson indicate as the only remedy 
for sin? : 


Answers to Last Week's Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Prefessor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PrINcIPLE OF ANALYSIS.—Train pupils to 
analyze the lesson into its elements. 











SSUMING that the heart of the lesson is ex- 

pressed in the Golden Text, we find upon analyzing 
it that it sets forth two facts —the fact of sin and 
the one remedy for sin. The fact that sin exists appears 
in that half the verses.of the brief section of Scrip- 
ture before us use the word, and more of them the 
equivalent of the word sin, while the strongest possible 
language is twice used with reference to the denial 
of the existence of sin. The apostle of love is but 
emphasizing the word of him who wrote the great 
chapter on love when he asserted that “all have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God.” ' Supplementing 
this with a study of the record of the beginning of sin 
in the world and with the numerous descriptions of 
the state of the natural human heart, we can but won- 
der that anyone would dare deny the plain fact that 
sin exists, much less teach men to do so. If we fur- 
ther supplement this with the Scriptural definitions 
of sin, such as, “Sin is the transgression of the law”; 
“Whatsoever is not of faith is sin”; “To him that 
knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is 
sin,” it becomes but the more apparent that no one can 
escape the indictment, and the simple fact of sin, ter- 
rible and tragic though it is, must be admitted if only 
in the interest of truth. 

If this were the end of the matter, it would be 
terrible and tragic indeed. But the Golden Text also 
points the way out—the way of confession, forgive- 
ness, and cleansing in the blood of Christ. So essen- 


‘tial is this shed blood declared to be, that when the 


Christian, through unwarranted loss of fellowship has 
fallen into sin, and thus needs further forgiveness, it 
is made possible not simply because he has a righteous 
Advocate, but One who himself is the “propitiation” 
for the sins of the whole world. 

‘Huntinopon, Pa, 


toile : 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Great Cleanser.—I/f we walk in the light... 
we have fellowship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth us from all sin (1: 
7). This is one of the great verses in the Bock. 
When some years ago I sent the girls of Miss Board- 
man’s Mission in Chinatown the little Testaments in 
red leather binding this is one of the texts I noted 
on the fly leaves. What else did I put on? These, 
if ‘you are interested: Matthew 19:14; Matthew 18: 
3; John 14: 1-6; -Revelation 21 and 22. You see, I 
made “a date’: with them. They were to meet. me 
at the Tree of Life Up There. I also put on the 
name of the Friend they could come to when old 
Mr. Devil came to them and. said, “You are forsaken 
and friendless, there’s the river, there’s the gun, there’s 
the gas, there’s the prussic acid, there’s the dope.” That 
Friend was Jesus Christ of New Jerusalem, Heaven. I 
have told about this before, I think, — how I also sent 
a big box of Philadelphia’s finest chocolates with red 


~ letter Testaments to these ‘thirty girls of Chinatown, 
* and how. delighted ‘they were with the Testaments. 
'. They scarcely mentioned -the fine candies. I always 


think of Hood’s “One more tnfortunate” in this con- 
nection. What a wonderful and beautiful religion is 
this of ours when we can go to the wounded, torn, 
and despairing victims of the “adversary. like a lion,” 
and with this healing and. cleansing blood make new 
creations out of them. No other cult or religion can 
do it. I spend my life among men who have come 
up from the depths of sin and are today happy and use- 
ful citizens made clean by this wonderful elixir of 
eternal life. The Book brands it “The Blood of the 
Lamb.” Instead of the old beer barrel, penny-ante- 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year.may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
a! 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. January 6.—Our Heavenly Father. Exodus 34: 4-7; 
Psalm 103 : 1-5; 10-14; Isaiah 40 : 27-31; Matthew 6: 
24-34; John 3: 3-6; 4: 20-24; 8 : 40-47; Romans 2: 

2-11; 8:14-173 1 John 4: 7-16 

2. January 13.—Sin. Genesis 3 : 1-24; 6 : 5-8; Mark 7 : 14- 

23; Romans 1: 18-32; 3: 10-18; 1 John 1:5 to 2:6 

3. January 20.—Christ the Saviour. Luke 2:11, 30-32; 
1§:3-73 John 3: 14-17; ~9:9-11, 14-16, 27, 28; 

Acts 3: 1-18; Romans 5: 1-11; Philippians 2: 5-11; 
2 Timothy 1:9, 10 

4: January 27.—The Holy Spirit. Joel 2: 28, 29; Luke 
iu : 9-13; John 3: 5-8; 14: 16, 17, 26; 1§ : 26, 27; 16: 

7-15; Acts 2: 1-21, 32, 33; Romans 8: 1-17, 26, 27; 
x Corinthians 12: 1-13; Ephesians 1:13, 14; 3: 
14-21; 4: 1-6, 30 

5. February 3.-—The Holy Scriptures. Deuteronomy 
6: 4-9; Joshua 1: 8, 9; 2 Kings 22 : 8-20; Nehemiah 
8:1-8; Psalm 19: 7-14; Luke 24: 25-32; Acts 17: 

10-12; 2 Timothy 3 : 14-17 
6. February 10.—Repentance and Faith. Isaiah 1 : 10- 
20; Ezekiel 18 : 20-23, 27-32; Mark 2: 1-12;. Luke 
321-14; 15 : 11-24; Acts 2: 32-39; Hebrews 11 : 1-10 
gy. February 17.—Prayer. Genesis 18 : 23-33; Exodu’** © 
32: 31, 32; Nehemiah 1: 4-11; Daniel 6: 10;° Mat- 
thew 6:5-15; Luke 18:1-14; John 17: 1-26; 1 
Thessalonians 5:17; 1 John §: 14, 15 

8 February 24.—Christian Growth. John 1 : 40-42; 
Matthew 16: 15-18; John 21 : 15-19; Luke 2: 40, 52; 
Ephesians 4: 11-16; Philippians 1:6, 9-11; 3: 12- 

16; Colossians 1 : 9-11; Hebrews 6: 1-3 

9. March 3.—The Christian Church. Matthew 16: 13- 

; 20; Mark 4: 26-32; Romans 12: 48; Ephesians r : 
15-235 2:13-22; 4:46, 11-16; § 3 22-27; 

. : 1 Timothy 3: 158 

10. March 10.—Baptism and The Lord’s Supper. Mat- 
thew 3: 13-17; 28:19, 20; Acts 2: 38, 41; Romans 

6: 1-14; 1 Corinthians 11 : 23-29 

11. March 17.—The Christian Sabbath. Genesis 2 : 2, 3; 
Exodus 20: 8-11; Matthew 12: 1-14; 28: 1-10; John 
20:19; Acts 20:7; Romans 14: 4-6; Revelation 1 : 10 

12. March 24.—Stewardship and Missions. Genesis 12: 

1-3; Deuteronomy 8 : 17, 18; Jonah 3: 1-10; Malachi 
327-12; Matthew 28: 18-20; Acts 1 + 6-8; 43 :.1-3; 
26 : 12-20; Romans 1: 14-16; 1 Corinthians 16 : 2; 

; 2 Corinthians 8 : 1-15; 9 ! 1-1§ 

13. March 31.—The Future Life. (Easter Lesson.) Mat- 
thew 25 : 31-46; Mark 12:26, 27; Luke 24: 4-12; 
John 14 : 1-6; 1 Corinthians 15 : 3-20, 50-58; + Thes- ~ 

salonians 4 : 13-18; Revelation 22: 1-5 





dead-game-sport fellowship, there is the bright and 
happy and helpful fellowship of Sunday-school and 
church. 


A Bad Lot.—/f we say that we have not sinned, we 
make him a liar, and his word is not in us (v. 10). It 
is rare to meet anyone who will say, “I have not 
sinnéd.” ~But we all know hundreds. who are “doing 
purty near the right thing, don’t ya know.” Old 
Busty Wiggins used to say as he pointed to some poor 
stumbling church fellows, “If them there birds soar 
up into the Golden City, don’t see why I should worry. 
I never do...” Poor old Busty, like lots of others, 
did not know the Book. We don’t “get to Heaven” 
because we are good. We are saved by hope. We are 
saved by grace. We are saved by faith (Rom. 8: 24; 
Eph. 2:8). That. poor thief on the cross yonder did 
not make Paradise by his goodness; just two- words 
opened the gate of pearl, a big word and a little one. 
Here “they are for you to use if you care to enter, 
“Remember me.* Heaven is full of whilom sinners. 
The first arrival under the Christian bill of lading 
seems to have been this very thief who was getting 
in this world just what.he admitted he deserved 
(Luke 23:39-43). The only “bum” mechanics we 
get at our works are those who come and tell us how 


“good” they are. The only poor help in the household’ 


are the self-confessed “good” cooks, cleaners, laun- 
dresses —the ones who can “do everything,” if you 
get what I mean. The only “good” folks we have in 
the community are those who never make a slip or 
break. The rest of us are every now and then flying 
off -the -handle. We tell folks we are glad to see 
them. We say with our lips, “Oh, don’t be in a hurry 
—don’t go!” all the time down in our hearts fearing 
they won’t. What is that word sometimes applied to 
this sort of thing? Oh, yes, here it is — “deceitful.” 
Yes, after all, we are a bad lot, the very best of us. 
That is to say, in ourselves. God sent his Son into 
the world to gather us in, and by his grace and with 


the power of the Spirit make us something worth 


while .and fit for what he has prepared for us. Here 
is one you may not have heard, “Bredren,'we must do 
something to remedy the status quo,” s.id a colored 
preacher to his congregation. “Brudder Jones, what 
am de status quo?” asked a member. “Dat, my brud- 
der,” said the preacher, “am Latin for de mess we’s 
in.” Jesus came to get us out of the “status quo.” 


Law and Lawyers.—If any man sin, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ (2:2). “It 
all depends upon the lawyer you get,” said. the man 
to me. “Just as your life depends upon the doctor 
who knows medicine, so your case. depends upon the 
lawyer who knows law.” When and if you get into 
trouble of any sort, you retain the ablest lawyer your 


* 787 


money will afford. Some years ago there ran in the 
American, Magazine, and may stilt run, a series of 
delightful short stories by Melville D. Post, of an 
eccentric Virginia lawyer named Colenel Braxton. 
The Colonel was a wonderful advocate and was 
always taking care of the under-dog and saw to it 
that he or she got a square deal. One of these stories, 
now lying before me as I write, is called “The Lead- 
ing Case.” It is the story of an old rascal, by a 
bogus deed, trying to cheat a poor young girl out of an 
inheritance of some valuable lands under which coal has 
been found. The Colonel got him by using the First 
Book of Samuel and its hero Saul. It is a fine story, 
American Magazine for June, 1927. Now John comes 
and. tells that when that old: Rascal comes and tries 
to beat us out of our inheritance by the bogus stuff 
he cooks up— remember poor Eve back there in Eden 
a while ago and Eve back there in Squeedunk last 
night — yes, John says, we have at the Court of 
Heaven. a wonderful lawyer, here translated “Advo- 
cate.” I have always liked that incident in Peter’s 
life where Jesus tells him a Certain Individual wanted 
to put him through the threshing process, but that 
Jesus was advocating for Simon Peter (Luke 22: 31). 
I met my two neighbors, the brothers Sharpless and 
William Worth, the steel manufacturers, one day. 
“We are feeling very comfortable,” they said, refer- 
ring to a case in court involving millions. “We have 
for our attorney Mr. John G. Johnson of Philadel- 
phia.” Mr. Johnson was one of the greatest lawyers 
in the United States. We sinners, like the Worths, 
are feeling very comfortable, for we have the Greatest 
Advocate that ever was — and is! 


CoaTESVILLE Pa, 
“we 


The Ilustration Round-Table 


LL. readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration) 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet ye gee the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaftet, will. be sent fer ten cents in , 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by. the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. : j 


Illustrations must reach The Stinday School, Times three 
ful menths in advance of the date of the, lesson. 


Preference will be given to. illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 


word. “Print: ‘ 
Hlustrations on other verses than the Golden Text ara 
specially desired, though some on the Geldem- Text are alsg 


From How Much Can the Blood Cleanse ?—The 
blood of Jesus. his Son cleanseth us from alt sin (1+ 
7). A legend of the Jews. relates that the prophet 
Ezekiel once raised a number of his countrymen from 
the dead, but the miracle was so far imperfect that 
the resuscitated men ever after retained the complex- 
ion of corpses, and their garments the smell of the 
sepulcher. Some believe it is after this fashion that 
the Lord Jesus raises us from.the death of sin to the 
life of righteousness, that so far at least as this world 
is concerned we must expect to retain the blemishes 
and scent of mora] corruption. We have not so learned 
Christ. We believe in the ability and purpose of Christ 
to cleanse us from every defilement,, and to keep us in 
perfect purity of flesh and spirit—From “Mistaken 
Signs,” by Dr. W. L. Watkinson. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


Three Awa’s.—The blood of Jesus . .. cleanseth 
us from all sin (1:7). I have heard of a poor weaver 
in Scotland who preached a brief sermon on three 
texts: 


1. “The blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth us from 
alt sin.” He said, “That’s my sin awa’.’ 

2, “Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, 
and not one\of them is forgotten before God? ... 
Ye are of more value than many sparrows.” “That’s 
my care azwa’.” 


: 3. “We... shall be caught up together with them 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord. in: the air.” “That's 
myself awa .”—From The Christian. Sent by Mrs. 
B. Dowen, Kingston Hill, Surrey, Eng. 


Why the Light Went. Out.—/f any man sin (2: 
1). A whole town was left in darkness several hours 
on a recent evening through the failure of the elec- 
tric light. On investigatien, it was discovered that a 
mouse had crawled into the switchbox at the power 
house, and coming into contact with both the wires, 
caused a short circuit. It was only a little insignifi- 
cant mouse, but it left a whole town in darkness. It 
takes only a very small bit of iniquity to prove a 
great hindrance in the spiritual life—From the Sunday 
School Chronicle. Sent by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, 
Bacup, Eng. 


Before and After:—That ye may not sin (2:1). 
A little girl had a great desire to join the church, and 
the minister inquired if she had experienced a change 
of heart, and she answered in the affirmative. 
“Were you a sinner before?” “Yes.” .A-e you 
a sinner now?” Again she answere/ les.” 
“Where then is the difference  bet/ -<¢ your 
former and your -present condition?” Aft . some 
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moments’ meditation she said, “Before I 
was converted to Christ I was.a sinner 
that ran after sin; now I am a simer that 
runs away from sin.”—From the Sunday 
Companion. Sent by J. A. Clark, Hemp- 
steads, Bacup, Eng. 


Do We Want This Advocate ?—/f any 
man sin, we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous (2: 
1).-A dying barrister who was very 
unhappy was visited by a Christian, who 
said to him: “You are a barrister, are 
you not?” “Yes.” “Then you have taken 
up cases and pleaded them?” “Yes.” 
“Sometimes you have lost them?” “Yes.” 
“I have come to tell you of an Advocate 
who has never lost a case, for we read 
in the Word of God, ‘If any man.sin, we 
have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous.’ If you put. your 
soul’s case into his hands even now, he 
will not lose it.” That was enough, and 
he died trusting—From the Christian 
Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Hemp- 
steads, Bacup, Eng. 


Why He Was Helpless.—Owr sins (2: 
2) it is told of a famous smith of 
medieval times that, having been taken 
prisoner and immured in a dungeon, he 
began to examine the chain that bound 
him with a view to discover some flaw 
that might make it easier to be broken. 
His hope was vain, for he found from 
some marks upon it that it was his own 
workmanship, and it had been his. boast 
that none could ever break a- chain: that 
he had forged. Thus with the sinner. 
His own hands have forged the chain 
that binds him—a chain that no human 
hand can break. But if we trust our Sav- 
iour, he can loose us from even the chains 
forged by our own sins—From the Sun- 
day Circle. Sent by J. A. Clark, Hemp- 
steads, Bacup, Eng. 


Whose Walk Are You Following ?— 
He that saith he abideth in him ought 
himself also to walk even as he walked 
(2:6). In the British Museum a Greek 
writing tablet, earlier than the Christian 
era, is shown. It is the classical equiva- 
lent of a child’s copybook. The headline 
has been written by the master. The 
scholar has traced the second with his eye 
upon the first; but afterward each. line 
is a reproduction, not of the first writing, 
but of the last. Consequently, each line 
shows a wider divergence from the pat- 
tern than the one before. Is not this one 
cause of the broken character of our: holi- 
ness — that we imitate one another, or 
reproduce our own familiar imperfections; 
instead of portraying the fair likeness of 
Jesus Christ?—From the Scottish 
Monthly Visitor. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. Prise illustra 
tion. 

w 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“F ull Surrender.” 

“O Happy Day.” 

“R edeemed and Saved.” 

“G o to the Deeps of God’s Promise.” 
“I t Is Well with My Soul.” 
“Victory in My Soul.” 

“E very Day I Praise Thee.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 
“The King Supreme” (3 : 1-3). Psalm 2: 1-12. 
“Driven Chaff” (1:3, 4). Psalm 1 : 4-6. 
“Harden Not Your Heart” (zto : 1-3). 

Psalm 103: 1-5, 8-12. 

*“To My Saviour I Betake Me” (85 : 1-3). 
=~ Psalm 38: 1-22. 
“When I Confessed” (71 : 1-3). Psalm 32: 5-7. 


+4 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we turn to thee with thankfulness beyond 


words for the salvation offered to all in: 


thy death and resurrection. Thou hast met 
the sin problem, and thy Word declares that 
sin shall not have dominion over us. May 
we put ourselves wholly in thy keeping, not 
only as to our past sin, but none the less 
in the midst of present temptation. May 
we accept the victory that thou dost offer, 
in humble faith and glad surrender. Lead 
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us into the light, out of any darkness that 
now surrounds us, and enable us to bring 
joy and freedom into the lives of others by 
thy grace and power. In thy dear name. 
Amen, 


After the Lesson.—Were -you ever 
afraid of the dark? Yes? Well, a good 
many of us-have-been. -But it is not the 
darkness. of the. night that should bring 
fear. It is.the darkness of sin that is a 
fearsome thing. - Let. us ask the Lord to 
search our. hearts and to make plain to 
us our need of cleansing, if we are keép- 
ing any sin hidden away. When a ship 
leaves  port,: officers of. the vessel go 
through all the possible places with flash- 
lights to rout out any stowaways — out 
they ‘must come, into the light! Are 
there any sin-stowaways on board your 
craft? Let the light from God’s Word 
shine into the dark-places! Let us pray. 


Sm = Dexesess 
RIGHTEOUSNESS = [1Gp 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. “Evil things proceed from within, 
and defile the man,” 

2. “And Jehovah saw that the wick- 
edness of: man was great ... and it 
grieved him at his heart.” 

3. “The blood of Jesus. . 
us from all sin.” 


ECENTLY a minister, addressing a 

group of Christian mothers, on re- 
ligion in the hothe, said there were cer- 
tain fundamental things a child should 
learn in his early years in his own home, 
These ‘he listed as follows: (1) Faith 
in and reverence for God and God’s Son; 
(2) Faith in the Bible as the Word of 
God; (3) Regard for the Lord’s Day; 
(4) Recognition of the eternal distinc- 
tion between right and wrong; (5) A 
wholesome fear of sin as our deadliest 
foe; (6) Respect for and obedience to 
conscience; (7) Persuasion of immortal- 














. Cleanseth 





ity and of personal accountability to God. 


Perhaps that list will aid us in more than 
one lessofi of this present series. Cer- 
tainly every Christian teacher. will agree 
with number 5 in this list; and here is 
your opportunity to press home this truth 
that may not have been sufficiently taught 
in the homes of your girls. 

Of course, the Scriptures overflow with 
teaching on this, one of the great fun- 
damentals of all Christian teachings, but 
you will do well to select and stress just 
the three great truths- suggested above, 
—the source of, results, and remedy for 
this “deadliest foe.” 


_ 1. Human nature, in: girls as much as 
in any other group in the human family, 


is as prone now as ever to attribute ail. 


sin to outward influences “or cifcum- 
stances, rather than to the - evil -nature 


within. Indeed, there is a modern school: 
of psychology that argues away all “sin” |: 


on the basis of environment, mere natural 
“urges,” and the like. ~Not so our Scrip- 
tures. Read to your girls the very words 
of Jesus on this point, as recorded in 
Mark 7: 14-23. When we sin, the root 
of our sin is to be found within, however 
easy or hard outward circumstances may 
have made the conditions of-that sin. We 
need look nowhere else, nor blame any 
other than ourselves for our own sin. 


2. There is no surer way to make us 
realize the deadliness of sin than to -ac- 
knowledge its results. Many a girl per- 
suades herself that this or that habit of 
hers is no sin—vuntil she sees its results 
in herself or in others. -No argument is 
so powerful against any form of sin as 
to prove its results. Of sins, as well as 
of righteous acts, it is true that “by their 
fruits ye shall know them.” 

What then are these “fruits” of sin? 
The two deepest wrongs it wreaks are 
the defitement of the sinner and the grief 
such ruin brings to the heart of God. 
Trace any sin to its final consequences 
and you will find these two black charges 
against its record — and thereby you may 
know it is sin, however innocent it may 
have seemed in its beginnings, 

If there is a girl so hardened that her 
own ruin does not stay her, surely she 
‘must pause at the thought of grieving the 
heart of God! 

3. Close with at least a look at the cru- 
cified One, whose blood alone is the rem- 
edy for sin. (Since next week’s lesson 
is on this very theme, this may serve as 
an introduction to the coming study.) 
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“Christ redeemed us from the curse--having become a curse for us? 


Galatians 3:/3 





DECEMBER 29, 1928 


And after -all, the hideousness of sin is 
best seen’ in the light of the awful price 
of its sole remedy! That it must take the 
lifeblood of Jesus Christ to cleanse my 
sin —is not that enough to make me fear 
it as ‘my deadliest foe? 


Home Study 


There are several books in the Bible 
that speak with marked frequency of sin; 


‘but suppose you take time this week to 


mark every mention of sin in just one 
short -book, 1 John. ‘ 


Decatur, GA. 
te 


- Say, Fellows—. 
: Wade C..Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lésson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: S-I-N. 

Discussion: Trace the progress of. sin, 
its inception in the heart, working out 
into the act. Unbelief; cruelty; deceit; 
theft; murder. 

Objective: -Escape from sin, through 
Jesus Cnrist. 5 











S** fellows, here is a little three-let- 
ter word that names the greatest, 
most universal thing in all the world — 
except one. S-i-n'is the word. Sin is 
your inmost deadly foe. You cannot es- 
cape contact with sin, no matter. where 
you go. You might be in Commander 
Byrd’s south pole expedition and find a 
spot that rio human foot had approached 
within a thousand miles, and there you 
would meet sin. Sin is as intimate with 
you as the air you breathe. You are 
bound to’ have dealings with it. It is 
more insistent than flood waters, more 
penetrating than a sixty-mile wind, more 
subtle than the poisoned sweet odors of 
the fabled enchantress. Satan is the 
author of sin, and*you may as well rec- 
oncile yourself to the fact that he will 
continue to assault you with it to the end 
of your days. As long as you live you 
will have to fight with sin—and- fight 
hard. You may take occasional holidays 
from any other occupation you have, but 
the battle with sin must never cease, for 
Satan’s objective-through sif is to destroy 
you. And Satan never takes a holiday. 
In fact, holiday seasons are his times 
for special activity. 

Fellows, we might as well look squarely 
at the Devil and size him up. He is very 
powerful, very cunning. In fact, his 
power and his wisdom are second only to 
God’s. You and I in our own strength 
and cleverness cannot hope to outwit him 
or overcome him. You know, the Devil 
is usually pictured as red in color, having 
horns, a wicked leering eye, hoofs, and 
a long tail with a barbed point. But he 
is not like that. I sometimes wish he 
were; then I could see him a block away 
and at least be warned, even if I could 
not outrun him. But unfortunately, one 
of the tragic things about this archenemy 
is that he is invisible. He sneaks around 
and catches you off guard, and is whisper- 
ing things into your listening ears before 
you realize it. 

And oh, how insidious are those whis- 
pered suggestions! So alluring,.. so 
plausible, so reasonable, apparently. For 
the. Devil takes care to throw an air of 
reasonableness into his propositions right 
at the start. Have you ever noticed what 


is.the first recorded word.of Satan? Look 


in the first verse of the third chapter 
of Genesis. It is “Yea.” Sounds like 
agreeing. with you, does it not? Sure. 


“Yea.” Yes, it is a good thing to obey 
God, but —. Then his next words were 


to cast doubt about God’s commands: 
“Hath God said?” If the Devil can get 
you confused about what God has said, 
then he finds it easier to tempt you to dis- 
obey God — which is sin. Oh, he’s clever! 

Yes, fellows, you might as well warm 
up to a lifelong fight against sin, for the 
Devil wilt never give up until you are 
safe beyond the border. - But listen: here 
is the biggest and best news in connec- 
tion with sin. Back there, you noticed I 
said sin was the greatest, most universal 
thing in the world except one. The thing 
that is even greater:and more universal 
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Lesson for January 13 


than sin is grace. For where sin abounds, 
grace does much more abound (Rom. 5: 
20). I hope your teacher will turn to 
that fiftk chapter of Romans and read 
it to you in class. I hope he will read 
it over and over himself before he comes 
to you with the lesson. Then I hope you 
will open your. own Bible and read it 
over and over to yourself, until you have 
realized what wonderful provision God 
eur loving heavenly Father has made 
through grace that you and I might es- 
cape the terrific assaults of Satan through 
his deadly potion — sin. 

So, fellows, as you look into the 
law of God and into the law that 
is written in your conscience against 
sin, and realize that you must wage a 
ceaseless warfare against sin, look also at 
Jesus Christ who has won the victory 
over Satan and sin, and is ready to extend 
that victory into and through you: “For 
the iaw was given by. Moses, but grace 
and truth came by Jesus Christ” (John 
1:17). 

GreEnszoro, N. C. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Auther of “ The Little Jette Telling Bible Stories” 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Genesis 3: 1-24. Surely every 
child in your class is in a way fa- 
miliar with the lesson story this week. 
Still it may well to read the passage 
in class, explaining the hard places and 
trying to get at the deeper facts of the 
lesson and the far-reaching results of sin. 
First, talk about the loveliness and per- 
fection of everything in the world before 
Adam and Eve sinned, and how sin af- 
fected everything as well as everybody. 
Let the class know that sin is an awful 
thing. 

The blight that comes on plants, and 
all hurtful poisonous weeds are results 
of sin. Animals are cruel to each other 
and harmful to. people, all because of sin. 
The serpent must have been a beautiful 
and intelligent creature, able to talk with 
people, before sin caused him to creep 
along the ground and make every one 
afraid of his fangs and his. poison. 

But sin did its worst work on the peo- 
ple. Before our first parents disobeyed, 
there was no sickness or unhappiness, 
and both Adam and Eve knew and loved 
God, and were always pleased when God 
visited them and talked with them. But 
it was such a dreadful thing for Adam 
and Eve to disobey God that it changed 
everything. Then when God came to 
visit them in the garden home they hid 
themselves from him. Sin made them 
feel guilty and ashamed. God loved them 
still, and would not leave them in their 
hiding places. He lovingly called them 
to him and told them the awful result 
of their disobedience. Yet he promised 
not to leave them in their sin and shame. 
As an example of what he had planned 
and was going to do for them, he killed 
some animals and made some clothes of 
the skins for the sinning people. 

In later years he sent his own Son to 
die in the place of sinning people, so 
that when at last they stand before the 
Judge, if they have believed on the Son, 
they shall wear a spotless robe of. white. 

Help the children to understand why 
the guilty people had to leave their gar- 
den home. God did not send them out for 
punishment. There was another tree in 
the garden, the tree of life, and they had 
to leave this wonderful tree until they 
believed on the Son of God and were 
ready to eat of it and live forever. 

Close the lesson with a tender, loving, 
personal talk with the class about sin and 
its cure. 

Sing “Nothing But the Blood of Jesus.” 

€xirnton, S. €. 


we 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of January 6) 


1. God’s Word teaches plainly that while 
God is the creator of all men, he does not 
consider himself the father of all, and 
therefore all men are not brothers. 


2. Jesus said that new birth is essential. 
Only those led by the Spirit of God are 
the sons of- God. Jesus called even some 
Jews children of the Devil. 

3 John. 1: 12, “But as many as received 
him, to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe on 
his name.” 

4. It implies the child relationship, and is 
meaningless without this correlation. 

5. Pity, tenderness, love, provision, for 
temporal wants, and the like. : 

6.-The heavenly Father’s mercy (Exod. 
34: 4-7); provisional care and pity (Psa. 
103: 1-5, 10-14); strength and power for 
the weak (Isa: 40: 2731) 5 recognition of 
our material needs (Matt. 6: 24-34); his 
spiritual fatherhood (John. 3: 3-6); that he 
is a Spirit, to be worshiped as a Spirit 
(John 4: 20-24); to be spiritually discerned 
(John 8: 40-47); is no respecter of per- 
sons (Rom. 2: 2-11); that we are his heirs 
in Christ (Rom. 8: 14-17); that God is love 
(1 John 4: 7-16). 

‘7. Is it not in Genesis 3, in God’s seeking 

companionship of his first children (v. 
. 8); in his suffering over their sin (vs. 9-21); 
in his provision for their soul’s need (v. 15), 
and for their material needs (v. 21)? 

8. See Deuteronomy 1:31 and 32: 6. 

9. The Gospel of John, in preportion to 
its length. 





10. See Revelation 14:1. Note this use 


+. 


in -relation to Genesis 3:13—the first 


promise of the Father. 
II , The price he' paid to expiate it (John 
3: 36). 
12. “He that spared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all, how shall he 
not with him also freely give us all things?” 
(Rom. 8: 32.) 
13. By knowing Jesus Christ. “He that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father’ (John 
14:9). 
14. “For Christ’s sake” (John 14: 13). 


. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





January 20. Seeing the Good in Men Every- 
where, John 1 : 45-51 

January 27, How Can We Serve the World 
Through Our Church? Acts 13: 1-3. (De- 
nominational Day. Beginning: Christian 
Endeavor Week.) 

February 3. The Challenge of Christ.to the 
Youth of the World. Matt. .10 : 16-42. 
(Christian Endeavor Day.) 

February 10, Jesus Teaching Us to Serve. 
Matt. 20 : 20-28, 


Sunday, January 13 
Loving as Jesus Loved 
(John 13 : 1-17) 





Mon.—Love for children (Matt. 19: 13- 
Tiies~Eoee of neighbor (Luke 10: 25- 
Wed.—Love of strangers (Mark 7 : 24- 
Sinn eee of friends (John 11 : 1-5, 35)- 


Fri—Love of mother (John 19 : 26, 27). 
Sat.—Love of enemies (Luke 23 : 34). 
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tion and ascension to the Father, men 
were to be enabled to love one another 
- they had never been able to do be- 
ore. 

Paul repeats this great truth when he 
shows us in Galatians 5: 22 that love is 
the fruit of the Spirit, the result of his 
indwelling in a heart that gives him full 
way. 

Our topic this week would. not be com- 
plete without reading the thirteenth 
chapter of 1 Corinthians. Read it care- 
fully and prayerfully, asking God to show 
you just how far short you come of his 
perfection of love. Then as we see our 
shortcomings and failures, shall we not 
turn to him in complete surrender and 
tell him that we want him to fill our 
hearts with his love, that we throw open to 
him the door of every room in our hearts 
so that he may do for us what he is long- 
ing to do? 


But is our thought of loving like Christ 
to be merely introspective? The Lord 
Jesus has made it plain to us that it will 
have some practical and outward results. 
He told his disciples that the love they 
had one toward another would be a sign 
to all men that they belong to him (John 
13:35). John tells us that it is a sign to 
us, as Christians, that God dwells in us 
(1 John 4:12). Paul shows us the great 
importance of love when he tells us in 
Romans 13: 10 that “love is the fulfilling 
of the law,” that if our hearts are filled 
with love to our fellow men it will be a 
‘| simple matter for us to keep the moral 
and civil laws. So, if our hearts are 
filled with love for Christ, we shall want 
|| to obey and serve him. Let us then covet 
this best gift, and so open our hearts to 
God that his love shall flow through us 
into the lives of others and win them for 








How did Jesus show his love? 
How may we show our love? 
Why should we practice Christian love? 


Mark Guy Pearse in great distress, 
because, as she. said, she could not love 
Jesus Christ. She did want to love him, 
but somehow she couldn’t. So the genial 
minister said to her: 

“Well, my. little woman, don’t keep 
thinking about your love to Jesus, but 
just keep on saying,.‘Jesus loves me.’ Say 
it to yourself over and over again; and 
come and see me tomorrow.” 


when she came to see Mr, Pearse the 
next day there was no need. to tell him 


of the change that had taken place. Her 
face was radiant. 


for her. 
p) 


We are to think, this week, about lov- 
ing like the Lord Jesus. 


Scripture for each day of 


runner and example. 


think of this topic, that Jove in™the life 
of a Christian is not a matter of choice. 


not we shall love others. The Lord Jesus 
has given us a direct command, “A new 


love one another; as I haye loved you, 
that ye also: love oné another.” 


had never been stated before. 


/men to love one another. 


14:16, 17 and John 16: 7-15). 





Christ, through his death and resurrec- 


The little girl did as she was told, and 


The love of God had 
been shed abroad in her heart by the ‘Holy 
Spirit which had been given to her as she 
realized and accepted the love of Christ 


Like the little 
girl we shall find that our love for him 
will grow as we think about. his love for 
us, and it is fitting therefore that our 
the week should 
speak of his love for children, for neigh- 
bors, strangers, friends, and enemies. Let 
us read each one faithfully and let God 
speak to us as we look at our great fore- 


Shall we not keep in mind,*too, as we 
We have no right to decide whether or 


commandment I give unto ‘yeu, that ye 


His 
commandment was néw, not. because it 
The. Old 
Testament is full of God's pleadings. with 
But it was 
inew when the Lord Jesus spoke these 
words because. from that time on there 
| was to be a new enabling. He was about 
‘to give the promise of the Holy Spirit 
who should come and dwell in the hearts 
of all who believed on him forever (John 
The very. 
power of the. life of Christ was to be 
made real in the hearts of all believers. 
Now because of the perfect work of 


himself, 
ye 


How have I shown to God my gratitude 
rod his great love gift of the Lord Jesus 
Fist! 


A LITTLE girl came one time to |= Oe J show to others the love of the Lord 


Jesus ; 
Am I willing to let his love be shed 
abroad into every part of my life? 
PHILADELPHIA. 


Prayer for Revival 


| Wy 4 us unitedly and earnestly pray that 
there shall be an individual and con- 
certed effort on the part of Christians 
everywhere this winter, if the Lord 
tarries, to bring the lost to a saving 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. We 
feel that the great need of the day is to 
arouse the Church to a strong purpose to 
win men and women for Christ. The 
time has come when we need to “go out 
into the highways and hedges, and com- 
pel them to come.” To this end please 
unite with the League in praying ear- 
nestly for the revival. meetings now being 
held, or which will soon be held, in the 
following places: Pyeng Yang, Korea; 
Alma, Mich.; Findlay; Ohio; Elgin, If; 
Broughton, Kans.; Cedar Rapids, Iowa; 
Toccoa, Ga.; Washington, D. C.; Win- 
chester, Ind.; Belmar, N. J.; Macon, Ga.; 
Waynesboro, Pa.; Indianapolis, Ind.; 
Dorset, Ohio; Bushwell, Nebr.; Kent, 
Wash.; Greenville, S. €.; Richmond, 
Va.; Berwick, Pa.; Murphy, N. C.; Ft. 
Valley, Ga.; St. Louis, Mo.; Henning, 
lit; Almont, Mich.; Benburb, Ireland; 
and other places. 


I. We rejoice with the Moody Bible 
Institute because of the recent decision 
of the Federal Radio Commission in mak- 
ing their station, WMBI, one of those 
which. will have a national or clear chan- 
nel whenever they broadcast. This means 
there will be no interference anywhere in 
North America when the Institute is 
sending out its messages of praise, com- 
fort, encouragement, and salvation on a 
wave length of 277.6 meters. They should 
be clearly heard in all parts of the courf- 
try after November 11. We praise God 
for this answer to prayer. ntinue to 
pray for this ministry. Full information 
concerning the Institute programs may be 
obtained by writing the WMBI Station, 
Chicago. 

Il. Let us praise God that at this time 
a goodly number of new missionaries 
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You Can Make It Possible 
For Your Pastor to 
Visit the Holy Land 


The Travel Institute of Bible 
Researchand TheSundaySchool 
Times have provided a way for 
you and a group of your fellow- 
workers to give the trip to your 
pastor without placing a financial 
burden on anyone. 


Under our Tour Subscription 
plan you can meet all or part of 
the expense of the trip, and can 
make possible this opportunity 
that will mean so much to your 
pastor. 


There are frequent sailings 
throughout the year, so it is a 
simple matter to arrange a time 
that will be suitable. 


You are no doubt familiar with 
The Travel Institute of Bible Re- 
search, and may already have re- 
ceived the booklet about the 
tours. The plan is unique,—the 
itinerary is comprehensive, the 
cost is remarkably low. 


The coupon will bring fall informa- 
tion about the Pastor Plan, and also 
descriptive literature about the tours. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia; Pa. 


- 


Gentlemen : —Please send me complete information about your plan for 
arranging a Holy Land Tour for our pastor. 
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are going out to the regions  be- 


yond under the Africa Inland Mis- 
sion, The. Sudan Interior Mission, The 
China Inland Mission, and other mis- 
sionary societies; that a number of 


former missionarjes are returning to their 


T 











fields; that the doors are reopening in 
China for the proclamation of the Gospel ; 
that doors are open in Russia for the dis- 
tribution of Bibles; and that God is richly 
blessing the work in Belgium. Let us 
pray earnestly for a revival of the mis- 
sionary spirit in the churches at home, 
to the end that every true missiohary 
shall be amply supported. “We are lab- 
ourers together with God.” 


III. We praise God and take. courage 
because all-day meetings for prayer were 
held in Chicago during the first week in 
October, at the Moody Bible Institute, 
at the Cicero Congregational Church, at 
the Salem Evangelical Free Church, and 
the Portage Park Tabernacle. Times 
of liberty in prayer were experienced in 
each place. Pray that many other pastors 
and churches throughout the world. will 
be prompted to hold similar all-day or 
all-night sessions for prayer, humiliation, 
confession, and supplication. This is 
very necessary (Luke. 11: 5-9; Acts, 6: 
4). Will you not do what you can to 
make some such arrangement in your 
community ? 

IV. Unite with us in thanksgiving to God 
for making it possible, through the gifts 
of a few of his very own, for the League 
to print a new edition of several of its 
leaflets, aggregating 794,500 copies; we 
praise him for thus-enabling us to carry 
on the work of the League, not only in 
praying for a world-wide revival of the 
entire Body of Christ, and for individuals, 
both saved and unsaved, but in an en- 
deavor. to stimulate a world-wide evan- 
gelization of both Jews and Gentiles, in 
fulfillment of the “Great Commission” ; 
we are indeed grateful for every one who 
is uniting with us by their prayers and 
gifts in making this ministry possible. 


V. Rejoice with us because there are 
so many evidences that God has his un- 
seen and unnoticed 7,000 who have not 
bowed the knee to Baal. Although many 
of these are distressed and perplexed, suf- 
fering in body and mind, weak and needy, 
yet they believe that God still lives and 
answers prayer. As a result of this confi- 
dence, many from all parts of the earth 
are writing the Prayer League to unite 
with them in praying for various individ- 
uals and objects. During August and 
September 4,742 of these prayer requests 
were received and remembered before the 
throne of grace by our faithful band of 
intercessors.—Great Commission Prayer 
League, 808 North La Salle Street, Chi- 
cago. 


—_ 








Children at Home ] 





Billy Boy’s Adventures 
By Maud W. Niedermeyer 


With this conclusion of chapter fourteen 
Billy Boy says good-by to the children of 
The Sunday School Times Family. 


XIV. Tue SEA GARDENS 
(Concluded from the previous issue) 


WAY everybody fled toward the 
chariot. They yanked and hauled and 
lifted and pushed, and finally dumped the 
tin box out of the chariot onto the sand. 
Billy Boy tried to pry off the lid, but it 
was on too tight. Then Mr. Low Tide 
took a hand. As it loosened, a very pe- 
culiar odor escaped. Sir Sea Horse gave 
a flip of his tail and darted off. Mr. 
Fiddler Crab sniffed and took to all his 
legs, while Lady Jellyfish rolled up her 
ribbons and floated off. 

But Squeakums! He -was a changed 
rat.. His beady eyes snapped. _ His nose 
quivered. His mouth watered. He flew, 
yes, fairly flew around that box trying 
to find a corner where he could get his 
nose in. And then, off came the lid! 
What do you think was in that box? 

Cheese, limberger cheese! 


Billy Boy crinkled up his nose. To be 
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sure, it.tlidn’t smell very. nice, -but. he 
knew how Squeakums loved it. 

“Right from the Carrie M, I do be- 
lieve,” cried the rat, and he dived into 
the center of it. “It's here!” he shouted 
after a moment. “My sense of direction 
is here! I’ve got it back, all wrapped up 
in cheese!” And he nibbled and nibbled. 

“Hurrah!” shouted Billy Boy, and he 
skipped and danced all around the box. 

Now it had been growing darker all 
the time, for the sun in the outside world 
was setting. And when Squeakums had 
eaten all the cheese he could. possibly 
stuff down, it was quite dark. 

“How shall we ever see to get home?” 
asked Billy Boy, anxiously. 

“If we can coax Lady Jellyfish back to 
us, all will be well,” said Mr. Low Tide. 
“The garden is pretty well scented up 
with this cheese. Let us put the lid on 

again, and maybe that will help.” 

Billy Boy slammed the lid down in a 
hurry. “Don’t you think it is clearing 
up now?” he asked. “Oh, my, see this 
queer headlight coming. It looks Aike 
a picture I once saw of a coal miner.’ 

“It is Mr. Lantern Fish, and he has 
come up from the deep to help us,” said 
Mr, Low Tide, and he went up to the 
queer fish. “How-do-you-do, Mr. Lan- 
tern! Did you happen to see Lady Jelly- 
fish on your way up?” 

“Indeed, I did,” said Mr. Lantern Fish. 
“In fact, she sent me to find you and 
to lead you to her. She has fallen jn 
love with Billy Boy.” 

At that news Billy Boy was heheer 
all over and wanted to turn any number 
of somersaults. “Let us hurry,’ he said. 

“Climb up on my _ back,” - ordered 
Squeakums. 

Up went Billy Boy. 

Mr. Lantern led the way, showing a 
faint streak of light among the corals. 
Lady Jellyfish, Sir Sea Horse, and Mr. 
Fiddler Crab were talking together in 
friendly fashion not far off. 

“All's well!” cried Billy Boy, as 
Squeakums swam up to the ‘little com- 
pany. “We have found the lost sense 
of direction, and are now bound for home; 
provided, of course, Lady Jellyfish will 
light us along our way.’ 

At being chosen for so pleasant a. task, 
Lady Jellyfish rolled .and unrolled ‘her 
ribbons rapidly. She made a queer sound 
that only. jellyfishes wnderstand, and a 
great host of -her brothers and sisters 
began to flock around her. They gave 
forth a beautiful, phosphorescent glow 
that lighted up the gardens. 

And now that the time of parting had 
come, Billy Boy did not want to leave his 
kind friends. 

“IT shall love you always,” he said to 
each one. “Dear Mr. Low Tide, I shall 
surely see you again on the beach some 
day. And couldn’t you tell Mr. High 
Tide that I thank him, too? Good-by, 
Mr. Fiddler Crab and Sir Sea - Horse. 
You are all my friends. You have made 
me so happy.” 

“You have made us happy, too,” said 
Mr. Low Tide. “T only wish that more 
of the boys in the world would be good 
and kind. I promise to deliver your mes- 
sage to Mr. High. Good-by.” 

A*queer little «pain crept into Billy 
Boy’s heart as he looked back at his 
friends gathered under a tree coral. They 
were waving to him, each in his.own 
fashion, Sir Sea Horse bobbing his head 
up and down, Mr. Fiddler Crab waving 
his big claw energetically, and Mr. Low 
Tide stretching his‘ long, bony arms high 
above his head. He wanted to stay with 
them. King Neptune suddenly rose up 
and stood on his fairy reef, his long, 
white beard floating out before him. He 
waved good-by with his trident. Billy 
Boy felt the tears coming. He turned 
quickly and looked ahead of him. 

There was the lovely, graceful Lady 
Jellyfish waving her ribbons toward him, 
and all the other jellyfishes glowing with 
a soft light. 

Billy Boy forgot his tears: His heart 
took a sudden leap. He was going home, 
home to the Carrie M, to his mother and 
father, and to his sand pile! He grabbed 
Squeakums by the ears, and with a happy 
chuckle ordered: 

“Home, Squeakums, home!” 


Perth Amboy, N. J. 
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With the New Books| 








The Sunday School Movement and 
The American Sunday School Union. 
By Edwin Wilbur Rice, D.D. (The 
Union Press, Philadelphia, $2.) Did you 
know there was a time when Scripture 
memorizing in the Sunday-school became 
such a craze that some physicians pro- 
nounced it dangerous, alleging that it 
would cause “water on the brain’? In 
his history of the origin of the Sunday- 
‘school and its development in America 
Dr. Rice has brought together a treasure 
store of information invaluable as a source 
book and work of reference, at the same 
time so entertaining and suggestive as to 
win the attention of every Sunday-school 
worker. It is a monumental task, per- 
formed by one who has had unique ac- 
cess to a most unusual store of informa- 
tion that he has painstakingly sifted and 
arranged. Published originally in 1917, the 
book now appears in a second edition, some 
of the original subject matter having 
been omitted to give space for bio- 
graphical sketches of a number of promi- 
nent leaders in the Sunday-school move- 
ment, together with a forecast as to what 
contribution the future, with its growing - 
tendency toward paganism in matters of 
education, is likely to demand of the Sun- 
day-school. No Sunday-school worker 
who desires a comprehensive view of 
the, origin, history, and mission. of the 
Sunday-school can afford to  pass.. this 
volume by. 





For Family Worship a 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 


“Just What 


I Have Wanted” 


So writes a reader of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TIMES when ana the combination Scofield 
) 


Bible and Year's Bible Course at $2.95. 


wonderful new combination of a Bible and a 
year's course of study provides all the materials 
you need for an enjoyable, thorough and profit- 
able year's work with the Bible. NOW is a fine 


time to start. 


A YEAR’S BIBLE COURSE 9.95 
And a Scofield Bible—both for 


These two volumes offet you the most practical, the most helpful and the 
cheapest Bible study equipment obtainable today. 

THE SCOFIELD BIBLE is a strongly bound cloth edition containing the 
helps that have made this Bible famous everywhere. 
COURSE contains 52 lessons based on the helpsin the Scofield Reference 


Bible, with hundreds of questions, 


larger type Bible, the combination is $3.75. 


TWO BIBLES IN ONE 


This 





A YEAR’S BIBLE 


many charts and maps. If you prefer a 





Now you can have the Bible, all the valuable Scofield helps, as well as the full aids 
to Biblical study usually bound in a teacher's Bible ad/ im one handy-size volume. 
Bible students are enthusiastic in’ their: praise of this convenient, time-saving and | 


practical volume. 


HANDY-SIZE.: EDITION 
Leather Bound Bible. No; 353; with 


a Year's Bible Course, both for $8.00 . $9.00 
or or 

Oxford India Bible, No. 359x with Oxford India Paper Bible, No. 479x with 

a Year's Bible Course. . ... . $12.00 a Year's Bible Course. ... . . $14.50 


Send for circular of Bible Questions 


At all Booksellers 


LARGE. TYPE--ED?FION: 22" 
Bound ..Bible,. Dio. 478, with =a 
Year's Bible Course, both for, . 


7 
if 


or from the Publishers 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. e 


HE Lesson Committee has done well 

to put us to pondering for a week-on 
the subject of “Sin.” But let us conclude 
our family altar prayers every day with 
the belief that we are entitled to complete 
victory over it. Whether we believe it 
or not we are emancipated (Rom. 6: 22; 
8:2) from the dominion of sin. As Mr. 
James H. McConkey says in his new 
book, “The Way of Victory” (to be had 
free from the Silver Publishing Society, 
Bessemer Building, Pittsburgh): “Do 
not let us doubt emancipation because we 
have not yet realized and experienced it. 
It is the act of the Emancipator. It is 
entirely apart from any attitude, feeling, 
or experience of yours. Your unfaith 
cannot nullify it; your faith does not es- 
tablish it.. Why? Because it is the act 
of another. The unfaith or faith of yours 
does vitally and tremendously affect the 
realization of emancipation. But it does 
not affect in the slightest degree the fact 
of emancipation.” 


January 7 to 13 


Mon.—Romans 3: 10-18. 
Sin as Transgression of Law. 

Every sin is a going beyond the marks 
God sets for obedience. Idolatry is wor- 
ship, but not of the true God; marriage 
is God’s prevention of lust; anger and 
its results are exceeding the limits of 
righteous indignation. Let the thought 
be carried on. “Transgression” is ‘over- 
stepping the divine dead-line of the law 
(Psa. 51:1; Luke 15: 29). 

Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for the 
Yale Hope Mission, the rescue work 
founded and maintained by the university 
students at New Haven, Conn., and in 
which the inspiring missionary spirit of 
the late William Borden was fostered; 
that it may continue its soul-saving min- 
tstry, as it soon goes into its new $250,- 
000 building. 

Tues.—1l John 5 : 13-21. 
Sin as Unrighteousness. 


Billy Sunday says, “Sin at the begin- 





OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
114 FIFTH AVENUE, - - - 


NEW YORK 














blue eyes, Every 
act of sin is, as it were, man striking | 





Let Your Gift for the Lepers 


‘Life Income 


Christ. commanded “Cleanse the lepers.’’ 
many of His followers the desire to fulfill this command is 
uppermost. That they may do this without jeopardizing their 


Pay Youa 


needed income, the annuity 


to Lepers offer an ideal opportunity. 





One of the Two Million Lepers 


444 to 9% GUARANTEED 


Rates according to age 
Semi-annual payments for life 


This is an opportunity fer a double investment. 
your mouey pays you a return equal to or better than similarly safe 
At the same time your money is working 
toward the fulfilling of Christ’s command. American Mission to Lepers 
Annuity Bonds are available in amounts of $100.00 and upward. Send the 


commercial investments. 


coupon new and complete infor- 
mation will be sent to you. This 
willnot obligate you in any way. 


THE AMERICAN MISSION 
TO LEPERS 


156 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK CITY 


In the hearts of 


bonds of the American Mission 


The Mission’s 
Objectives 
1. To preach the Gospel to the 
lepers. 
2. To relieve their suffering and 


to cure them. 
3. To supply their simple wants. 


4. To free the world from lep- 
rosy. 


As long as you live 
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gs The American. Mission to Lepers, inc. 

: 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 

a. Faminterested in your Annuity Bonds. Please — 
: send me full particulars. My ageis: .... 
¥ 

& Name. 
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G@- Address... 
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“We ‘are Searching 
b for a Course That 
Teaches More'Bible”’ 


A Superintendent writes, asking to 
see sample copies of The Standard 
Publishing Company's Lesson Helps. 
“We are searching form course that 
teaches more Bible,” ‘és his: appeal. 


: Fidelity. to: the Scriptures is the first 
dim of The Standard Publishing 
Company's: Lessons. The Bible is 
the basis of every lesson. The teach- 
ing methods used are the most ad- 

vanced, of course, with am-cye. to 
the practical rather than the theoret- 
ical; thereby ~ not only teaching 
“ more Bible,” but teaching it better, 


Beautifully’ illustrated, reasonably 
priced, these lessons invite your in- 
spection. A note from you— and 
we will gladly send samples. 


30: 


THE STANDARD 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Eighth and Cutter Streets 


Dept. 16-K. Cincinnati, Ohio 











AFRICA INLAND MISSION 
373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 


Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 


500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 














and 


A Postcar 


TORREY’S Famous Vest-Pocxet HELP 


GIST OF LESSONS 


acquaintance 


national) 1929. Adsolutely free and postpaid, 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK 


a few 
minutes’ thought 


ing the summer who. sdy they believe may 
will bring to you 


1929 FREE 


Ol DOWN the names (on a postcard will do) of 12 
or more Sunday Schoolteachers or officers of your 
and we will send you an introduc- 
tory copy of Torrey’s Gist of the Lessons (Inter- 


-Sat.—Amos 5 : 10-15, Sin Shoula Be Abhorred. 











Bausch & Lomb Optical 
720 St. Paul St., Rochester, N. Y. j 
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WILDES BIBLE PICTURES 


orOld Testament 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


God a blow in the face,..Continued-acts | [fr 


result in a state, a barrage of disobedience 
— that is; ufirighteousness. May God de- 
liver us from the seared conscience ! 
remédy for tinrighteousnéss is the im- 
dwelling of the Righteous One. (1 John | 
2:29), 

Prayer Suacestions: Pray for funds 


| for the Christian Refugee Fund and-Ar- | 


men@n Massacre. Relief (Evangelical | 
Christian office, 366 Bay Street, Toronto) 
with which to fight dengne~ among | 
300,000 victims in Athens, Salonica, and 
elsewhere. . 


Wed.—Romans 6 : 15-23. The Wages of Sin. 


That is the reason the way of victory. 
over sim is the way Of death. That is 
why our Lord had to die as our substitute, | 
delivering us from the power of sin as 
welf“as its’ penalty. Mr. McConkey says, 
“God's remedy for the flesh is not cleans- 
ing, but crucifixion; not the fuller’s soap, 
but the spikes of the cross; not sinless- 
ness of nature, but holiness of walk.” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for Mr. 
Cartright of the Congo Balola Mission, | 
as he preaches the Gospel te men and 
women of the Baenga, Bafoto, Movgo, 
and Ngombi people. Pray that these peo- 
ble may be freed from the power of sin. | 


Thurs.—Exodus 34:1-98. God Forgives Sin. 


God forgives sin so fully that he flings 
it as far away as the east is from the 
west (Psa. 103: 12) ; buries it in the five- 
mile depths of the ocean (Mic. 7: 19); 
obliterates it (Isa. 44:22); imposes his 
omnipotence over his ommiscience ip such 
a way as to forget it (Jer. 31: 34), and | 
commands us to forget it in a great swing | 
forward of yictory life (Phil. 3: 13, 14). | 
Hallelujah! 

Prayer Suacestions: Dr. Andrew P. ; 
Stirrett, of the Sudan Ixtcrior Mission, 
asks prayer against government restric- 
tion, at Kano and elsewhere, upon preach- 
ing to Moslems. Pray also for teachers 
to go to the immense Hausa-speaking 
mining. population around Jos. 


Fri.—Proverbs 28 : 5-14, 


The |} 


| 


(Lesson for January 13) DECEMBER 29, 1928 
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The Superintendent, the Secretary, 
and one or ‘two teachers 


jn a New Jersey Sunday-school ‘recommended ‘a 
trial of Christian Youth and now they are sub- 
scribing regulatly for the school.. They #ed the 
paper, becausé;—as the secretary of the school 


writes :— 


“* We started taking your publication for our older pupils be- 
cause our Superintendent, one or mere of our teachers, 
and the undersigned, are subscribers fo the Times, and 
KNOW a Sunday School Times publication can be relied 


upon to be sound:”” 


Wouldn’t you asa Times reader be glad to introduce 
Christian Youth in your school, or in your own class? 


We'll be glad to send you specimen copies of the 


paper for distribution, 


The subscription rates are 75 cents a year; or 52 cents 
a year for each subscription in a package ‘of five or 
more, sent to one address; 10 cents for a Ten Weeks 
Get Acquainted Subscription. 


A dollar bill will bring ten copies for ten weeks. 
Many have tested the paper in this way. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





Sin Should Be Conf d 


In 1 John 1:9, the Greek word for “if 
we confess” is “homologeo,” which means, 
“I say the same thing.” “The moment a 
person says the same thirg about his sin 
that God says, the sin question is seitled 
for him,” said the Rev. L. L. Legters in 
an American, Keswick Conference. 

Prayer SuccEsTIONS: Definite prayer 
is asked for the work of the Rev. and 
Mrs. Jonathan Goforth of the Canadian 
Presbyterian Board in Manchuria, that 
the hundreds in the conferences held dur- 


be given courage to go on, and that the 
missionaries may be delivered from the 
threatening bubonic plague and floods. 


Heathenism holds a universal sense of 
sin. It is apostate civilization that is pro- 
ducing atheists and obliterating the sense 
of Sin. Exaltation of the natural mind is 
inducing man to be judge of God. There 
is no such thing as a little sin. Consider 
the results of Adam’s, Noah’s, Moses’, 
and David’s sins. The world needs a 
Spirit-given vision of God’s mind and 
word about sin, Help pray it in tonight. 

Prayer Suacestions: Pray for the 
Ramabai Mukti Mission in India, that the 
enemy may be defeated in their efforts 
to make converts to Theosophy, and that 
the young girls being reached may be con- 
victed by the Spirit and saved. 


Sun.—Psalm 51:1-10. Prayer for Pardon. 


Dr. Scofield says, “This Psalm must 
ever be ... the mould of the experience 
of a sinning saint who comes back to full 
communion and service.” The twofold 
aspect of cleansing is here. The blood 
at the Passover was applied by the hys- 
sop weed — cleansing.from guilt; the saint 
is cleansed from the defilement of sin by 
the anointing with water (v. 7; John 13: 
10; Eph. 5: 25, 26). 

Prayer Stocestions: Pray for the 
evangelistic bands working with Mr. Her- 
man Becker in China, in the China In- 
land Misston, and for the thousands who 











“ HEAVEN AND EARTH SHALL PASS AWAY— 
BUT MY WORD SHALL NOT PASS AWAY.” 


““THE SUMMER BIBLE SCHOOL’’ 


(TEACHES THOROUGHLY ‘THE ABIDING WORD.”) 


THE PLAN 


Uses no handcraft—Lifts up Christ 
—Focuses the Scriptures on Him— 
Traces predictions on His Coming 
in the Old Testament—Finds Him 
manifest in the. New Testament, 
Systematic, definite,clear-cut,ortho- 
dox—Study clusters around ‘‘ The 
Way of Life.” Five weeks course. 
Five days per week — Three hours 
per day. 
Triple Course of Study : 


1.—MEMORY WORK 

2.—BIBLE HISTORY 

3.—_BIBLE GEOGRAPHY 

Complete Course: Twelve Years, pre- 

ceded by one Kindergarten year and fol- 
lowed by two Post-graduate years. Pro- 
motion from year to year. 
Annual Commencement and Di- 
plomas to graduates. Fascinating 
from start to finish—unbounded en- 





_thusiasm, marvelous results, 


After seventeen years oguretion, the average daily attendance of the Third Presbyterian ‘‘ Sum- 
enna., is about 620. Abvout 626 Schools (reported) in eperation last sum- 


mier Bible School, Chester, 


mer, with an enrollment of about 56,000 in the Homeland and about sereco in foreign fields. 
plan is now in operation in 44 States, in Washington, D. C ,in Cana 


A GREAT CONFERENCE RELATING TO THIS ALL-IMPORTANT SUBJECT WILL.BE 


D. L. Moody said :— 


‘ Thirty years ago pretty much every- 
body believed that the Bible was true. 
They did not antagonize it or question it. 
They believed that the Lord Jesus Christ, 
by dying on the cross, had done some- 
thing for them and that if they received 
Him they would be saved. Aid my work 
was to bring them to a decision to do 
what they already knew they ought todo. 
But all is different now. The question 
mark is raised everywhere now, and there 
is need for*teachers who shall teach and 
show the people what the Gospel is. I 
believe that God will raise up a teaching 
evangelism through which this work 
shall be done.”’ 


Dr. James M. Gray says:— 


“Tt is just such a teaching evangelism as D. 
L. Moody predicted which Dr. Lathem and his 
associates are endeavoring to put on in this 
plan (‘‘ The Summer Bible School’’) for teach- 
ing the Bible to the young, and it ought to be 
the joy and delight of all well-instructed Chris- 
tians to assist in its promotion to the utmost 
of their ability.” 


The 
and in some foreign lands. 





HELD IN THE THIRD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, CHESTER, PA. 





JANUARY 31st (Afternoon and evening), and FEBRUARY ust (all day and evening) 1929. 


Each church may send two accredited delegates for whom entertainment will be provided by 
the Third Presbyterian Church, thfoughout the Conference. 


This is a labor of. lobe 
No financial profit 
Fill out and mail the coupon 
TODAY 








(Registration fee, $1.00.) 
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E DR. A. L. LATHEM, 434 E. Broad St., Chester, Pa. 
Please send me full information about the All- 

g Bible Summer School. 
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8 Address 
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have had the Testaments from the Mil- 
lion Testaments for China Campaign. 


Should you plan to be a delegate to the Conference mail the above coupon 
enclosing $1.00 Registration Fee at the earliest possible moment. 





